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PREFACE

The candidate has always been particularly interested
in the Civil War period of American history.

This interest

was stimulated further by his study under Dr. Lucy Lucile
Tasher in the course, "Lincoln:

the Man and His Times."

As

the candidate was a teacher at East Peoria Community High
School at the time, the idea of writing a local history re

search study on the role of the Peoria soldiers in the Civil
War was both appealing and challenging.
During the study, the candidate has tried to adhere
to the educational research requirements of reliability,

objectivity, validity, and historical accuracy, through the

use of primary sources, checking of facts, and careful docu

mentation.

Cross-checking the newspaper articles with other

sources of information has added to the historical accuracy

of the work.

Since this is a newspaper study, it has served

to bring familiarity with Civil War journalism, problems and
praises, and has brought an intimate understanding of local

attitudes and reactions.

to the candidate.

He will be able to use some of the

material in his teaching of United States history at East
Peoria Community High School.

It has given him a firmer

grasp of Civil War geography, particularly in the Mississippi
Valley, which will aid him in his vacation travels.

He has

a broader understanding of the whole picture of this period

in United States history, from the personal feelings of the

soldiers to the movements of the Union armies in the West.
From the standpoint of local history, this study has
taken information from numerous sources and put it together

in one study, available for anyone who might find it in

teresting and informative.

It has made the candidate more

aware of the value of these sources of information, and of
the significance of local history as it affects and is

affected by national history.
The candidate very gratefully acknowledges the assist

ance of those who in any way aided in the compilation of
material, and in the completion and writing of this thesis.
Without the professional guidance, scholarly understanding,
and personal direction, assistance, and encouragement of

Dr. Lucy Lucile Tasher, Professor of History and chairman of
this thesis committee, this study would not have been under

taken.

Dr. Harry D. Lovelass, Professor of Education and

second member of the thesis committee, read the manuscript
and offered helpful suggestions.

The staff members of the

Peoria Public Library, Peoria, Illinois, gave invaluable aid
in locating source materials for this study.

In addition,

the candidate acknowledges the courteous assistance of the
staff members of the Milner Library, Illinois State Normal

University, and the University of Illinois Library.

The

candidate especially wishes to thank his wife, Thais A.

Sanders, whose patient understanding and competent and

valuable assistance contributed immensely to the completion
of this study.

Raymond Wesley Sanders
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CHAPTER I

WAR ORGANIZATION IN PEORIA

The Civil War history of Peoria County dates from

1856.

In May of that year a roll was started for the purpose

of forming a military organization.

Military companies then

were merely social associations and military proficiency came
through pride of superiority rather than legally enforced

discipline.**
Peoria's first company took for its name, the
National Blues,and was composed of some of the "best blood"

in the city.

At its first election, the company chose as

its officers, Charles E. Dennison, Captain; John Bryner,
First Lieutenant; William A. Thrush, Second Lieutenant; John

^Sunday Journal Transcript, Peoria, Illinois, Novena
ber 21, 192C. All of the newspapers used in this study are
Peoria, Illinois, newspapers.
2
The first parade of the National Blues took place
on July 4, 1856, according to B. C. Bryner, who was the son
of John Bryner, First Lieutenant in the National Blues. Let
ter from B. C. Bryner, Peoria, Illinois, March 12, 1914.

^Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of
Peoria County (Chicago: Munsell Publishing Company, 1902),
II, 159.

N. Croswell, Third Lieutenant; A. S. Norton, Orderly; and
A. H. Ryan, Adjutant.Besides contributing a large number

of its members to the private ranks and furnishing some of

the ablest officers known in the army, this organization was

invaluable in directing enlistments, organizing and equipping

companies and hurrying them off to the front.

2

The National

Blues furnished fifty-seven field, line, and staff officers

for the Union army, and it was through their military knowl
edge and skill that Peoria regiments and companies attained
that superior discipline and efficiency that gave them repu-

tations as trained soldiers so early in the war.

This

company was the nucleus of an army of almost 5,000 that went

from Peoria County in defense of the Union.Other companies

were formed as a result of the organization of the National

Blues, and the spring of 1361 found the people of Peoria
County not wholly unprepared for war.

There were in the

city at that time several well officered and equipped mili
tary companies.

In addition to the National Blues, now led

^Sunday Journal Transcript, November 21, 1920.
^The History of Peoria County, Illinois (Chicago:
Johnson and Company, 1880), p. 365.

^Sunday Journal Transcript, November 21, 1920.

p. 365.

by Captain John Bryner,^ there were the following companies:
The Peoria Rifle Company, organized on August 4, 1856, and
the Lafayette Rifle Company, organized August 5, 1856, were

composed of men of German nationality.

The former, which

occupied an armory on Adams Street south of Pecan, had forty

members, while the latter occupied an armory between Main and
Fulton Streets.

A company made up of Irishmen, the Peoria

Emmett Guards, had been organized in August of 1857.

It

occupied an armory between Main and Fulton Streets, also,
and numbered twenty-eight men.3

Not one of these companies

entered the army as an organized body, but they all became
disorganized as a result of their members joining the various

companies recruited for the war in Peoria.^
Abraham Lincoln had been inaugurated President on

March 4, 1861, despite the threats of the South that it would

sever its connection with the Union in the event an anti
slavery president was elected.

By this date seven of the

^Sunday Journal Transcript, November 21, 1920.

2

Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of
Peoria County, op. cit., II, 159.
3lbid.
*Ibid.

slave-holding states had already seceded.In Peoria, the

newspapers reflected local thought.

On March 12, 1861, a

Peoria DailyTranscript editorial consented:

Washington is infested with a nest of rumor-makers;
and yesterday they were evidently practicing on the
gullibility of the people. We do not place any confi
dence in the stories about the surrender of Fort Sumter.
The fortress, we know, is short of provisions, and the
difficulties of reinforcement great; but we believe the
plain duty of the government is, to send the necessary
reinforcements at any hazard and at any cost. This is
what the country expects, and is prepared to back up.
There is no appearance of truth in the rumor. We do
not believe it.

Not all of Peoria agreed with the Transcript, however.
The following rebuttal appeared in the March 23rd Daily Demo
cratic Union:
The President had full time, after the Transcript
announced its opinion of what he ought to do, to re
verse any policy upon which he might have previously
determined; but it seems that he did not concur with
the abolition organ of this city in the belief that he
ought to -'send the necessary reinforcements at any
hazard and at any cost." And here we take occasion to
say that we believe the President has acted wisely, in
ordering the evacuation of Fort Sumter; still, had he
any other course, while he honestly exercised his con
stitutional prerogatives, we should have regarded it
as the duty of the whole country to sustain him. Having
been constitutionally elected, he is entitled to the sup
port of his countrymen, so long as he discharges his
duty honestly, and without violating the constitution,
and if he fails to exhibit the wisdom and statesmanship

\James M. Rice, Peoria City and County, Illinois
(Chicago: S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1912), p. 213.

2?eoria Daily Transcript, March 12, 1861.

of his predecessors, the republican party, and not the
man, should be held responsible for his mistakes. They
knew, or ought to know, what kind of a man they were
recommending to the suffrages of the American people,
and upon them will justly rest the responsibility of
an unwise choice.
In an editorial entitled, "Is There Peace?", the

Peoria Daily Transcript on March 25th stated:
A high military authority asserts that Fort Sum
ter cannot be reinforced without a loss of several
thousand lives. . . Fort Sumter belongs of right to
the United States. No power can erect batteries
against it, cut off its supplies, and demand its sur
render, without being actually at war with the govern
ment to which it belongs. . . There are certain things
which should not be exchanged for peace. The honor
of a country is one of them. Our country has been
grossly insulted; and preparation must precede forgive
ness. Wherever has gone the news of the outrages on
the one side, and of the spiritless tameness on the
other, there has our national reputation fallen. We
must hold what we have, and recover what we have lost.
This is the true peace policy; this is the true basis
of compromise.
Again, on April 1st, the Transcript continued in the

same vein:
The recognition of the rebel government would be
a confession before all the world, that, rather than
fight for our laws and institutions, we will permit
any factions mob to domineer over us. The Government
must maintain its rightful authority, or lose that
confidence and respect without which no government
can long exist. It cannot, on any consideration,
allow a hostile confederacy to be carved out of its
own territory.3

Ipaily Democratic Union, March 23, 1861.

2Peoria Daily Transcript, March 25, 1861.
3peoria Daily Transcript, April 1, 1861.

Meanwhile, as if it anticipated an impending con
flict, a new military company, the Zouave Cadets, met at the

National Blues' armory on March 23rd for the purpose of
organization.^

Failing to organize entirely that night, the

Zouaves met again, on March 28th, at the office of Roswell

Bills, adjoining the Post Office, to complete the organization.
The attendance was large, more than forty men already having
enrolled in the company.

P. M. Brotherson was elected per

manent President, and J. H. Stevison, Secretary.2

Another military organization, the Emmett Guards,

also increased its membership at this time.

This company had

enrolled ten new members in its last two meetings, and ex
pected to have a total of forty members by the Fourth of July.

Some of the members had already talked about a parade and

celebration on the Fourth.
Although the Confederates had begun to fire on Fort
Sumter April 12th, this news was not received in Peoria until

the next day, Saturday, April 13th, because a storm had
broken the telegraph wires.

The city was thrown into a state

of intense excitement, and the first flag, greeted with

^Peoria Daily Transcript, March 24, 1861.
2paily Democratic Union, March 29, 1861.

3paily Democratic Union, April 5, 1861.

cheers, was flung out from the armory of the National Blues

in Murphy's Hall, on Adams Street, opposite the court house.
The Transcript of April 16th carried the following

account:
The excitement in our city for the past few days
has exceeded anything ever before known. Yesterday
people paid little attention to business, and thronged
the streets awaiting the newspaper extras containing
the news. Shortly after noon, national flags began
to go up at various points, and patriotic demonstra
tions broke forth on all hands. Everybody joined in,
and party and party feeling were swallowed up in the
stem determination to stand by the Union, the Consti
tution and the stars and stripes.

Another article in the Transcript stated:
Great excitement prevailed in the city yesterday.
The stars and stripes were hoisted on the City Hall
building by Engine Company No. 1, and the National
flag also floated over the Engine House of Young
America Company No. 2. The National Blues unfurled
a banner over their Armory, and greeted it with three
hearty cheers. A pole was planted in the Court House
yard, and the stars and stripes run up. It was
saluted by several vollies of musketry by the Blues,
after which Honorable Julius Manning was called for
a speech. He declared himself unconditionally for
the Union, and the flag of our country forever.3
The Daily Democratic Union of April 14th had written:

The "oldest inhabitant" does not remember the time
when there was such an anxious, eager, earnest inquiry
after the latest news as was manifest in this city

^Sunday Journal Transcript, November 21, 1920.

^Peoria Daily Transcript, April 16, 1861.
Jeoria Daily Transcript, April 16, 1861.

yesterday. The business office of the Union was
crowded during most of the day, with an excited multi
tude of citizens of all parties, gathered to learn the
tidings from the seat of war. Extras went off like
"hot cakes," and when one lot was exhausted, the un
satisfied cry was still for more. Various were the
comments made upon the sad intelligence that a civil
war had been commenced; and all felt heavy hearted at
the prospect that Fort Sumter would be battered down,
and its gallant defenders slaughtered or taken
prisoners of war.
Accounts differ as to the time and place of the first
war meeting.

Some maintained that it was held at Rouse's

Hall, while others asserted that it was held in the court

house.

D. J. Calligan and others said that the first meeting

was an impromptu one, held on Sunday, April 13th, in the

public square.

2

The people came together by a common impulse

as the news of the surrender of Fort Sumter spread through

the city.

All accounts agreed that the meeting was a large

one, and the corner of the square and the adjacent streets
were packed with men who were wild with excitement.
was no recognized leader, no formal organization.

There

The sup

porters of the administration were confirmed in patriotism;

enthusiastic in their determination to stand by the Union, the
Constitution, the enforcement of the laws, and the
Ipaily Democratic Union, April 14, 1861.

2lhe History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit..
p. 365.

administration; and determined to put down the rebellion,
regardless of the cost.l

Those who were opposed to coercion,

and these were not lacking in numbers in the early days of
the rebellion, were equally determined and expressive in
action, and personal collisions seemed likely at any moment.2

The meeting of April 13th was a boisterous affair, but the

better sentiments of the disturbed elements prevailed, and
there were no serious breaches of the peace.

As the war ad

vanced, the force of the anti-coercionists weakened in number
and, before a year had gone by, there was scarcely a "cor

poral's guard" of them left.

Prominent men, whose positions

were not positively known when the war started, wheeled into
line, and almost as one man, the people of Peoria County,
without distinction of party, gave their support and offered

their lives and their money to defend the Union.3

Military drills were constantly going on in the
Blues' Hall, Frank's Hall, Rouse's Hall and Bergan's Hall.
Red, white and blue cockades appeared.

Headed by a fife and

drum corps, forty German Turners marched to the Blues'Hall

llbid.

2Ibid.

3lbid.

and tendered their services.

"Squads of raw country boys

were being taught the 'goose step' and facings, and upon the
streets and in the court house square--everywhere--could be

heard the beat of drums, the shrill notes of the fife and

sound of marching feet."^

A meeting of ladies was held at

the Peoria Water Cure to form a band of nurses and twelve of
p
them offered their services to Governor Yates by telegraph.
The administration's policy was endorsed by a Tran
script editorial April 15th:

Our government has gone to the verge of self
destruction to conciliate an ungrateful and rebellious
people;;and we are heartily glad that it has adopted
a vigorous policy of defensive resistance. This
policy the people will heartily sustain at whatever
cost.3
President Lincoln issued a proclamation April 14th

calling upon his countrymen to defend their homes and country

and vindicate their nation's honor.

The call of the Presi

dent was for 75,000 men and on April 15th, Governor Richard

Yates issued a call for the convening of the legislature.
Under the call for volunteers by the President, the

^Sunday Journal Transcript, November 28, 1920.
^Sunday Journal Transcript, November 28, 1920.

3peoria Daily Transcript, April 15, 1861.
^Rice, op. cit., p. 213.

quota for Illinois was listed as six regiments, of some 788
men each, making a total force of 4,728 men, to serve as

infantry or riflemen for three months, unless discharged at
an earlier aate.l

Pertinent to the raising of volunteers,

the following notice appeared in the April 16th Daily Tran

script:

Attention, Union Men!
All persons desirous of forming themselves into
a Military Company, to meet at such times and places
as shall by them be appointed, for the purpose of
drilling and better preparing for duty, in case of
their country's need, will meet at the Court House
this evening, April 16th, for the purpose of organi
zation. TURN OUT BOYS.2
At the Court House that night, the room was filled to

overflowing before the meeting was scheduled to begin by a
very impatient crowd.

Peoria Mayor William A. Willard was

unanimously elected chairman, and a number of patriotic

speeches were made.

An enrollment form was placed on the

table, and men were encouraged to sign their names so that

an independent military company could be formed.

A committee

of four, composed of L. A. Willard, John Bryner, L. R. Webb,

and George C. Bestor, was appointed to draw up resolutions.

-Peoria Daily Transcript, April 16, 1861.
2peoria Daily Transcript, April 16, 1861.

While the committee was out, the enrollment was unanimously

signed, and two additional speeches were made.
The resolutions, unanimously adopted, were as

follows:
WHEREAS, The government of the United States is in
danger from designing knaves and traitors, and the
flag of our union has been insulted and disgraced;
therefore,
Resolved, That as friends of the union, and as
lovers of liberty, we will defend that flag at the
peril of our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred
honor.
Resolved, That this union has conferred too many
blessings upon us, to hastily destroy or disturb
progress, for the sake of present or future autocrats.
Resolved, That as Illinoisans we pledge to the
United States, all we are and all we possess, for the
preservation of this glorious Union.

Under the general orders issued by Governor Yates,
sixty Illinois companies were required, which were accepted

in the order of their enlistment.

Fourteen companies of

volunteers had already tendered their services to the Cover-

nor by April 16th.

Captain Charles E, Dennison, with over

one hundred men now enlisted in a Peoria company, tendered
this company of volunteers to the Governor on April 18th.

Governor Yates, in a response by telegraph on April 19th,
accepted the company.3

ipaitly Democratic Union, April 17, 1861.

2peoria Daily Transcript, April 18, 1861.
3peoria Daily Transcript, April 19, 1861.

According to the Transcript, the war spirit in
Peoria rose by the 19th of April to "fever heat."

The head

quarters for volunteering were crowded throughout the day.

Over two hundred men had offered their services by night,
from which number one hundred and ninety passed rigid inspec
tion and were accepted.

Drills were commenced, and the

Blues' Hall, the hall over Frank's store on Main Street, and

several others were occupied as drill rooms for recruits.
Doctor A. Smead announced that he would attend all profession

al calls from the families of volunteers from Peoria, free of
charge, during their absence in the service of their country.1
At this time Charles H. Holland announced that he had raised,
by subscription of Peoria citizens, three hundred and thir

teen dollars, to be used in providing for the immediate
necessities of all volunteers, present and future.

Those

persons who had bills against the soldiers quartered in

Peoria were to present them to the auditing committee, and
if approved, were to be paid.

2

Then, on April 19th, A. S. Norton of Peoria started

another military company, and in a short time quite a number

^Peoria Daily Transcript, April 20, 1861.

2paily Democratic Union, April 20, 1861.

of volunteers enrolled their names.!

The next day, the

Board of Supervisors of Peoria County apprpriated $10,000

for "the support of the families of all residents of this

county who have enlisted, or may hereafter enlist during the
present war in the service of their country."2
W. W. O'Brien announced, on April 22nd, that the

services of the Emmett Guards had been accepted by the Gover
nor.

The same day thirty-five new members were added to the

ranks of that company.

of being formed.

Other companies were in the process

About forty men had enrolled in a company

being organized by Richard Updike, of the firm of Updike and
King.

Peter Davidson was accepting volunteers for service

in an artillery company, and had already enrolled more than

thirty persons.3

Because of the large number of volunteers,

the National Blues on April 19th had been divided into two
companies, A and B.

Since Governor Yates had accepted a

company of these volunteers on that date, it was then decided
by the Blues that Company A would go into service first, and
Company B would remain behind as a reserve corps, ready for

Ipaily Democratic Union, April 19, 1861.
2paily Democratic Union, April 21, 1861.

Peoria Daily Transcript, April 22, 1861.
^Daily Democratic Union, April 23, 1861.

See also

action whenever called upon.l

Accordingly, Captain Denni

son's company, Company A, left Peoria for Springfield, the

place of rendezvous, by way of the Logansport, Peoria and

Burlington Railroad at 11:15 A.M., Wednesday, April 24th.
They were escorted to the depot of Captain Norton's company

of volunteers, the Zouave Cadets, the Emmett Guards, an im

mense crowd of citizens and two Peoria bands.

Lack of time

prevented any formal demonstrations at the depot.2

Of the

departure, the Daily Union commented:
Never before in the history of Peoria was there
such an immense crowd assembled at so short a notice,
and as the hour for leaving approached, two parallel
streets nearly a mile in length, leading to the depot,
were filled with a moving mass of patriotic sympathizers
with the gallant volunteers. Amid the cheers, tears,
and waving of handkerchiefs by thousands of men, women
and children, our noble Peoria boys left their homes
to fight for the redemption of their country's honor
--and we may depend upon it they will give a good
account of themselves.3

The Transcript said:
The company took with them the cartridge-boxes and
muskets of the National Blues, and a few rifles. The
muskets are very good of the kind, being old flint
lock guns altered to percussion. A large number of the
company also went provided with Colt's revolvers and

ipaily Democratic Union, April 20, 1861.

2lhe History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit.,

p. 366.
3paily Democratic Union, April 25, 1861.

bowie knives. 1

When the company came to be mastered in at Spring
field on the next day, the 25th of April, Captain Dennison
and Lieutenant John Wetzel were advised by the mustering
officer that only sixty-four men would be recognized as a

full company.

Inasmuch as the Peoria group numbered ninety-

six, this meant that thirty-two had to be eliminated.

The

two officers went over the company roll and cut out those
they believed to be least fitted for active military duty
until that number was marked off.

The sixty-four man company

was then mustered in with the Eighth Illinois, and was desig

nated as Company E.2
There had been very little system to the way volun

teering had been conducted up to this time.

A couple of men

with some knowledge of military affairs would secure the
names of those who were willing to enlist, enroll their names

and then call a meeting for the purpose of organization and

the election of officers.

be offered to the Governor.

Once organized, the company would

If the Governor accepted the

company, it would be ordered to the general rendezvous at

Springfield, and, when mustered into the service, would be

ipeoria Daily Transcript, April 25, 1861.

^The History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit.,
pp. 366-3^7

assigned to a particular regiment.

It was in this manner

that Captain Dennison's company became attached to the Eighth
Regiment.!
A twenty-eight year old Peoria lawyer approached the
system of volunteering in a different manner when, on April

22nd, he sent Governor Yates a telegram which read as fol
lows:
Peoria, April 22, 1861
io Cov. Yates:
With your permission I will raise a regiment of
1,000 men to be ready on call. Will you accept?^
R. C. Ingersoll^

Although Ingersoll's offer could not be accepted by

the Governor at that time, it was later in the year and cul
minated in the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry, which Ingersoll

helped to raise, and which was mustered into the service on
December 20th, 1861.3

After Company A of the Blues left Peoria, the patri

otism of the citizenry continued to run high.

Two additional

^Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of

Peoria County, op. cit.. II, 163.
o
Ibid.

See also Dally Democratic Union, April 23,

1861.

3Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of

Peoria County, op. cit.

calls for volunteers were made on May 1st.

A printer, R. S.

Cheney, hoped to raise a company composed exclusively of
The services of the Peoria Rifle Company had been

printers.

tendered to the Governor by Captain Paul Distler, and he

called for volunteers to fill up the ranks of that company.
Military companies were organized in Peoria faster than was

necessary.

It was announced by Captain S. V. Dooley of the

Emmett Guards on May 4th that the Governor was not going to

need the services of this company.2

in conjunction with this

announcement, Dooley stated that all new members of the outfit
were to consider themselves free from duty and disbanded,
effective that date.

The old members were to attend regular

monthly meetings only, until such time as arms could be pro-

cured, when they would attend regular drills.

Also on this

date, a meeting was held in the Court House for the purpose
of organizing a Cavalry Company, and about seventy names were

This constituted the seventh company in Peoria

enrolled.

organized for actual service whenever their services were
required.

A

May 1, 1861.
May 5, 1861.

May 5, 1861.

May 5, 1861.

President Lincoln issued a call for 42,034 three-

year volunteers on May 3rd.***

The Illinois Legislature, re

cently adjourned, had passed an act providing that ten

regiments be raised, one for each Congressional district in
the state.

Accordingly, the Governor had selected Peoria as

the place of rendezvous for the regiment to be raised in the
Fourth District, which included Peoria County.

In an order

issued on May 7th, the Governor designated the companies to

compose the regiment, and only one Peoria company, Captain

Norton's, had been accepted.2

in keeping with this order,

Company B of the Blues, Captain Norton's, went into camp on

Monday, May 13th.

The old Peoria County Fair Grounds had

been secured for the camp, and was named Camp Mather, after
Adjutant General Mather of iBinois.^

A third Peoria military company received notice of

its acceptance at this time.

A special dispatch from Spring

field on May 14th notified Captain Davidson that the Peoria
Light Artillery Company had been accepted by Governor Yates.$

^Benjamin P. Thomas, Abraham Lincoln (New York:
Alfred A. Knopf, 1952), p. 26&.

2
^Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of
Peoria County, op. cit , II. 164.
3paily Democratic Union, May 14, 1861.

^Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of

Peoria County, op. cit.
5paily Democratic Union, May 15, 1861.

Relative to President Lincoln's call for three-year
volunteers, C.D.I.^ wrote from Camp Defiance, Cairo, where

Company A of the Blues was then stationed, on May 16th.

"The

three years question is going the rounds of camp now; what
will be the result, I do not know.

Probably the majority

will enlist for the three years."2
Under the date of July 2nd, J.F.W. wrote from Camp

Defiance:
The three years question is now the all-absorbing
topic. A canvass of our company this morning resulted
in showing that about twenty only will certainly re
enlist. . . If the troops here had seen some active
service and been pushed further South, or had been
ordered to Virginia, perhaps not a fourth of the en
tire brigade would have refused to re-enlist for the
three years. At least this is the way they talk.
Whether or not it is a mere pretext and excuse for re
turning home I am not able to say.3

Written on the same day and from the same camp, a

letter from Max read:
A canvas of the company shows about a baker's
dozen who will enlist for three years. Many of them
have business that they cannot leave for so long a
time; others have families depending on them for

^At no place in the newspapers is the full name of
this person given. However, a check of Company A's roll at
the time it was mustered into service listed only one person
whose last name began with the letter "I". That was C. D.
Irons, and presumably he was the author of the letters
signed with the initials, C.D.I.)

2paily Democratic Union, May 22, 1861.

3peoria Daily Transcript, July 4, 1861.

support; while still others don't want to go. Let
them scoot—there are those who will take their
place, and the old company will go on to glory or
the d___ 1, it is hard to tell which.1
Company B of the National Blues was mustered into the

army on May 25th, 1861, and it became Company A of the

Seventeenth Regiment of Illinois Volunteers.2

Not quite a

month later, June 17th, the regiment boarded the steamers
Sam Gaty and Lasalle and departed for Alton.3
Only one Peoria company had been accepted in the

Seventeenth Regiment, but the Peoria men were so anxious to
get into the army that many of them enlisted in regiments

formed in other states.
example of this.

The Peoria Zouave Cadets were one

Unable to get into an Illinois regiment,

the Zouaves found an opening in the American Zouave Regiment

being formed at St. Louis, afterwards known as the Eighth

Missouri, and decided to join it.^

in keeping with this de

cision, the Zouaves, commanded by Lieutenant George B.

Swartout and numbering seventy-seven, departed on the Logans

port, Peoria and Burlington Railroad for St. Louis on
Ipaily Democratic Union, July 4, 1861.
2paily Democratic Union, May 26, 1861.
3paily Democratic Union, June 18, 1861.

^Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of
Peoria County, op. cit.. II. 16d.

June 19, 1861.1

Not all the members of the Peoria Zouave

Cadets joined the American Zouave Regiment, however.

John P.

Coodman, of the Peoria Zouaves, who arrived in Peoria from

St. Louis on June 26th, told of the disbandment of that

company, because the Adjutant General had refused to allow
Captain Frank F. Peats to command it.

Captain Peats had gone

from Alton to St. Louis to head the Zouaves, as they had

wished, but a West Point cadet had been selected as captain
and Peats had been offered a second lieutenancy.

This he re

fused, and the break-up of the company followed.

Several of

the Peoria soldiers returned home, some twenty or more went

to Alton to join Colonel Ross' Seventeenth Regiment, and
twenty-seven who had agreed to join the Bloomington company

belonging to the American Zouave Regiment were left at St.

Louis Arsenal.

2

Subsequent correspondence from St. Louis refuted the

story of the disbandment of the Zouaves, however.

A letter

written on June 26th by H.M., a member of the Zouaves, dis
closed the following:

Since our arrival at the arsenal, where we are now
quartered, our experience has been strangely diversi
fied. Betrayed by him, Captain Peats, in whom we so

^Daily Democratic Union, June 20, 1861.
2paily Democratic Union, June 27, 1861.

confidently trusted, we have, nevertheless, been
cared for better than we could have expected. As our
company was not full, we could not, of course, be
sworn in, yet we have been supplied with rations and
other necessaries, freely. . . Our captain arrived
here the second evening after we did, and without
giving any definite answer whether he would stand by
us or not, left again for Alton. This caused dis
satisfaction among a few of our boys, who went to
Alton and joined companies there. Thus we kept on
until it was imperative that we should know his inten
tions. Accordingly, Monday morning last, we sent our
indefatigable lieutenant, G. B. Swartout, to get a
positive declaration from him. He returned last
evening with the astounding intelligence that F. F.
Peats, contrary to all his previous solemn promises,
would not take command of the company, giving as a
reason a statement which has not the least show of
probability. Although for a while dumnfounded with
surprise, we rallied around the banner presented to
us by the fair and patriotic ladies of Peoria, and
vowed to carry it at the front of the "Peoria Zouave
Cadets." The company did not disband, although some
of our faint-hearted members and our quondum Captain
Peats did desert us. Our former admiration, nay,
almost adoration, of him has been equalled by our
present intense contempt. We immediately called a
meeting and formally elected G. B. Swartout, Captain. 1
Substantiating this, a telegram was received on

June 28th stating that thirty three-year volunteers were
wanted to fill up the ranks of the Peoria Zouave Cadets, then

in the American Zouave Regiment at St. Louis.2

On that date,

also, the Zouaves were sworn into the United States service

for three years.3

In response to this Zouave call for

-Daily Democratic Union, June 29, 1861.

2paily Democratic Union, June 29, 1861.
3paily Democratic Union, June 30, 1861.

volunteers. Lieutenant George W. Baker of that company along
with twenty-five recruits, left Peoria July 5th for St. Louis
to join that organization.1
The defeat of the Union army at Bull Run on July 21,

1861, led to more, rather than fewer, enlistments.

Congress

had authorized the President to call 500,000 men into the

service after that battle.

Governor Yates, on the 23rd, ad

vised that the Secretary of War was receiving tenders of addi
tional troops, offered thirteen additional regiments of in

fantry, three additional regiments of cavalry and one battal

ion of light artillery for Illinois.

This offer was accepted

on the 25th of July by the Secretary of War, and on the same
day in Peoria, John Bryner was authorized to raise an inde

pendent regiment of infantry.

He had seven companies pledged

and one more in prospect by the 28th.

He received orders

from the War Department on July 31st to have his regiment
ready to march in thirty days.

By then, although he could

accept only ten companies, sixteen companies had been tendered

him.2

in Peoria this new call for volunteers was met with an

-Daily Democratic Union, July 6, 1861.

2Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of
Peoria County, op. cit., II, 167.

immediate and successful raising of more military companies.
The Union on August 1st said "that it is getting to be some
thing of a chore to enumerate" the numerous recruiting

offices in town.^

Companies were being raised by Captain

John Cromwell, who had a recruiting office on Main Street,

by Captain William A. Thrush, Captain Wetzel, Captain Kelley,

Captain Lowe, Lieutenant Lawrence and one or two others.2
The Transcript reported on August 2nd that there were then
eight recruting offices in the city, "enough to allow all who

wish to go to the war, an opportunity to enlist."3

Several

of the companies accepted by Bryner had taken up their

quarters at the Fair Grounds by August 14th, the day that the
regiment was supposed to go into camp, and the remainder of

them followed in a few days.^

The Union said there were

seven hundred men in camp by August 18th, and quite a few

others ready to go in as soon as they could make arrangements
for their private business.$

This regiment was organized

^Daily Democratic Union, August 1, 1861.
2paily Democratic Union, August 1, 1861.

-"Peoria Daily Transcript, August 2, 1861.
^Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of
Peoria County, op. cit.

*)paily Democratic Union, August 20, 1861.

and sworn in on August 16, 1861,1 and subsequently designated
as the Forty-Seventh Regiment of Illinois Volunteers, with

Colonel John Bryner at its head.2

The regiment remained in

camp at the Fair Grounds until September 21st, when it de

parted by way of the Logansport, Peoria and Burlington Rail
road for St. Louis.3

it was composed of ten companies

averaging about one hundred men each, and it took two trains
containing nineteen cars to haul the regiment trd its baggage.^
With the departure of the Forty-Seventh Regiment,

recruiting activities as well as enlistments in Peoria

slackened considerably until the summer of the next year,
1862.

Then, President Lincoln, in July and August of that

year, called for 600,000 more men, and also set August 18,

1862, as the limit for volunteers, after which he would
order a draft.$

Charles Ballance, of Peoria, commissioned

-Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of
Peoria County, op. cit., II, 168.

2paily Democratic Union, September 14, 1861.
3
Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of
Peoria County, op. cit.

%aily Democratic Union, September 24, 1861.

$Rice, op. cit., p. 213.

27
to raise a regiment under this new call of the President,

made the following appeal for recruits:

To the Young Men of Peoria and Adjoining Counties.
Young Men--Patriots: Our beloved country is in
peril. To crush the wicked and unnatural rebellion
that is now running riot in a portion of our country,
still greater sacrifices are required. The govern
ment wants more men, and I have been commissioned to
raise a regiment of a thousand men to serve three
years or during the war, whose services are wanted
immediately. . . I will be at home in a few days, when
I will be disappointed if you do not flock to the
standard of your country until more than the comple
ment is obtained.^
The United States Government, as a result of Con
gressional action, now offered a bounty of forty dollars to

each recruit; two dollars at the time of enrollment, a month's

pay of thirteen dollars when the company was mustered in, and

one-fourth of the one hundred dollar bounty when the regiment
was mustered into the service.2

Also, in conjunction with

the President's call, Peoria held a war meeting at the Court
House the night of July 24th.

The Court House was so crowded

that the meeting had to be adjourned to the square outside.

A resolution which called for the Board of Supervisors to ap
propriate $15,000 for the support of the families of present

and future volunteers, and $10,000 for enlistment bounties

Ipeoria Daily Transcript, July 15, 1862.

2peoria Daily Transcript, July 18, 1862.

was adopted.

A nineteen member committee was selected to

travel to the various townships in the county to urge the
supervisors to approve these appropriations."

A committee

of five was then appointed to solicit subscriptions for the
bounty fund from Peoria citizens.

When subscriptions were

then asked for at the meeting, thirty-seven people donated a

total of $600.

This figure was increased to $1,900 by the

29th of the month.3

The Board of Supervisors summarily met

on August 5th, voted the appropriations called for and pro

mised more when needed. The next day the County Clerk noti

fied the township assessors to file their lists of persons
eligible for military service within ten days.

At this time,

eleven recruiting officials were active in the city and

"volunteering was going on at a lively rate."^

The Transcript

said on August 7th that about four hundred and fifty men had
already enlisted under the new call.

The Union made the

following observation on August 9th:

Enlisting is going on gloriously, butthose who are

^Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of
Peoria County, op

cit., II, 169.

2paily Democratic Union, July 25, 1862.

3
Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of
Peoria County, op. cit.

p. 170.

subject to military duty need not flatter themselves
they are going to get clear of serving their country.
They must enlist or stand a draft. Just keep this
before your eyes, gentlemen.
Within the specified time, however, the quotas were
filled and the draft was not necessary in Peoria County.2

The success of this newest recruiting drive became evident
by August 15, 1862.

Captain Irons, with eight full companies

comprising nine hundred and eight men, was already in camp at

the county Fair Grounds, and his regiment was due to be filled

that day.

Colonel Moore's regiment was full and camped near

the pottery.

The companies of Captains Carroll, Dooley and

Hazlett, and the company of Lieutenant Somers were scheduled

to go into camp that day.

The various regiments brought to

gether at Peoria at this time were the following:

the

Seventy-Seventh, a Peoria regiment; the Eighty-Fifth, a Mason
County regiment; the Eighty-Sixth, a Peoria regiment; the

One-Hundred-Second, organized at Knoxville; the One-HundredThird, a Fulton County regiment; the One-Hundred-Eighth, a

Peoria regiment; and the One-Hundred-Twelfth, organized

Ipaily Democratic Union, August 9, 1862.

p
Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of
Peoria County, op. cit.. II, 170.
3paily Democratic Union, August 15, 1862.

principally in Stark and Henry Counties.
The Seventy-Seventh Regiment was mustered into the

service on September 3, 1862, and departed for Covington,

Kentucky, on October 4th of the same year.

The Eighty-Sixth

Regiment was mustered into the service on August 27, 1862,
and left Peoria September 7th of that year for Louisville,

Kentucky.3

The One-Hundred-Eighth Regiment was mustered in

the day after the Eighty-Sixth, August 28th, and remained in

Peoria unti October 17, 1862, when it departed for Nicholas
ville, Kentucky.^
The number of persons subject to military duty in

the Peoria County townships, as compiled by the assessor for

the year 1862, was 6,420.

Of this number, 2,360 were from

Peoria township, which included the city of Peoria.$

As previously noted, Peoria had already raised one

cavalry regiment, the Eleventh, which had been mustered into
service on December 20, 1861.

This regiment had remained in

^Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of
Peoria County, op. cit.. II, 170-171.

^Frederick H. Dyer, A Compendium of the War of the
Rebellion (New York:

Thomas Yoseloff, 1959), III, 1079.

3lbid., p. 1083.

^Ibid., p. 1092.
5paily Democratic Union, August 23, 1862.

Peoria until February 22, 1862, when it marched to Benton

Barracks, Missouri.1

Attempts by Colonels Jenkins, Capron

and Hancock to each raise a regiment of cavalry were begun
in September, 1862.2

At the end of three months of recruit

ing efforts, less than a full regiment had been raised by

the three men.

The Mail attributed this to several factors.

In the opinion of that paper, it had been a mistake to have
the headquarters of the three regiments at the same place.

This led to disagreements among the men and some of the
officers of the different regiments.

This situation, in

turn, discouraged enlistments and made some of the men who

had already enlisted, dissatisfied.3

Almost as a matter of

necessity, then, the three under-strength regiments were

consolidated into one early in December of 1862.

The First

and Second Battalions of this regiment, the Fourteenth

Cavalry, were mustered on January 7, 1863, and the Third Bat
talion on February 6, 1863.

The regiment departed Peoria

for Louisville, Kentucky, on March 28th of the same year.$

11866 Revised, Roster of Officers and Enlisted Men
(Springfield: Phillips Bros., State Printers, 1900^, VIII,330.
2peoria Morning Mail, December 6, 1862.
3peoria Morning Mail, December 6, 1862.
^Peoria Morning Mail, December 6, 1862.

$Dyer, op. cit., III, 1030.

Except for filling up regiments already in the field,

no further calls for men were made upon Peoria County until

1864.

In that year, early in the spring, the Governors of

Ohio, Iowa, Illinois, and Indiana, tendered to President
Lincoln a volunteer force of 85,000 men to serve for one

hundred days to relieve the veteran soldiers from guard duty
at forts, arsenals and elsewhere.

They did this because they

believed that the war was about over, and they wanted to help
the government in every possible way.l

Of the thirteen

regiments and two battalions supplied by Illinois for this

force, Peoria furnished one regiment, the One-Hundred-ThirtyNinth.

This regiment numbered 875,2 and was mustered into

United States service on June 1, 1864.3

it left for St.

Louis, June 8th, on the steamer Schuyler.
The need for men to fill the ranks of the Union army

continued, however, and on July 19, 1864, Lincoln called for

another 500,000 volunteers, with the draft to be used where
necessary, beginning September 5th.$

The quota of the city

^Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of
Peoria County, op. cit.. II. 173.

2peoria Morning Mail, May 31, 1864.
3Dyer, op. cit.. Ill, 1101.

^Peoria Morning Mail, June 8, 1864.

^Thomas, op. cit., p. 432.

of Peoria under this call was 204, which included all credits

for enlistments up to July lst.^

For the first time since

the draft had been instituted in the North, Peoria failed to
meet her quota and it became necessary to resort to con
scription to raise the necessary number.

The city of Peoria

was divided into six wards for this purpose,and in three

of them, the first, second, and sixth, the draft was resorted
to.3

According to the Transcript, the manner of drawing

names was as follows:
A large box was prepared with a sliding lid, in
which, after the slips had been counted in the presence
of the assemblage and found to compare with the number
enrolled, they were placed. A man was then selected
from the crowd outside--Mr. Herman Herold being taken
--who was blindfolded, and after the box had been well
shaken, the lid was removed and one name drawn out by
him. This was first held up in plain view of all
present, and then handed to Commissioner R. A. Yoe,
who read it aloud, after which it was numbered and
recorded. In this manner the drawing was conducted—
double the number of names required being drawn to
make up for deficiencies.

The names that were drawn were announced to the crowd
outside the Provost Marshal's office from a window.

^Peoria Daily Transcript, August 30, 1864.

2peoria Daily Transcript, September 27, 1864.
3

1864.

When the

names of those men who were well known to the crowd were

called, the "unfortunate individual" received a loud cheer.
If the "winning man" was there at the time, he was immediate

ly surrounded and heartily congratulated.

Those whose names

were drawn appeared to accept it in a pleasant and cheerful
manner.1
On the day after the draft began in Peoria, a news
paper notice advertised the fact that three young men who

were not subject to the draft offered to become substitutes
for a fee of $1,000 apiece.

In the weeks that followed, as

the draft continued, there appeared to be no shortage of
brokers and substitutes.3

The prevailing price for a substi

tute was high, ranging from $950 to $1,000 and even more in
some cases.

As stated in the St. Louis papers, these prices

were over twice as much as the $450 being asked by the brokers
in that city.$

Not all of the substitutes or draftees in

tended to serve their country, however.

James Hart, a sub

stitute for William Connell of Peoria, was shot while

September 27, 1864.
September 27, 1864.
October 8, 1864.

October 8, 1864.
October 8, 1864.

attempting co desert at Camp Butler, Springfield, Illinois.!

The Transcript referred to many of the substitutes as "pretty
hard cases," who made up all kinds of excuses to get outside

the Provost Marshal's office after being accepted, so as to
escape.

It very quickly came to be standard procedure for

the men who had been examined and accepted, to be sent up

stairs and placed under guard until they were sent to Spring
field.

No furloughs were granted from the Peoria office.2

Up to October 27th, about five hundred substitutes and
draftees had been sent to camp from Peoria.3

There apparently

was some laxity in enforcing the draft in Peoria.

The Tran

script of December 2nd commented that, "Drafted men who fail
to report are just as much deserters in the eye of the law

as others, and every loyal citizen should aid in placing them
in the service."^

The paper compalined that many men who had

been drafted had not reported and were still in the district,

perfectly free, while others drafted in their place and being
more conscientious, had reported and been sent to camp.5

October 10, 1864.
October 13, 1864.

October 28, 1864.
December 2, 1864.
December 2, 1864.

Peoria continued to have difficulty in meeting her quota
under the President's July call.

The city offered a $200

bounty to volunteers, beginning in January, 1865, and the

Transcript observed that if the city wards did the same, the

quotas might be more easily filled.It was announced early
in February, 1865, that the new quota for the Fifth District,

which included Peoria, Knox, Henry, Bureau, Stark, Putnam
and Marshall Counties, was 3,670.

This figure represented

slightly less than one-ninth of the quota for the entire

state.

Of this number, Peoria County was to furnish 1,070,

while the city was to furnish 465.

This number represented

about one of every six men on the enrollment lists.2

of this

quota, the Transcript commented, "These figures. . . will

cause considerable weakness in the knees among those who do

not fancy campaigning."3

The Peoria County Board of Super

visors, on February 22, 1865, rejected two propositions to
pay bounties.

The vote was sixteen to seven against a $200

bounty, and fifteen to seven against a $100 bounty.Tn an

January 9, 1865.

February 11, 1865.
February 11, 1865.
February 23, 1865

effort to avoid the draft, the city wards which lacked suf

ficient volunteers to meet their quotas, began, by private
subscription, to raise money with which to pay bounties.

The

First Ward was able to raise $9,000,1 and the Second Ward,
after having paid all of its volunteers, still had about

$2,000 left.2

By the end of March, 1865, three-fourths of

the quota of the Fifth District had been raised, and in the
city of Peoria, five of the six wards had already filled

their quotas.3

The war, of course, ended in the following

month and there was no further need for new soldiers from
Peoria.
Although no women from Peoria enlisted in the army
during the War Betwen The States, their role, nevertheless,

was important.

Besides the obvious, that of keeping up the

morale of their loved ones at the front, they performed many

other patriotic, worthwhile tasks.

Shortly after the firing

on Fort Sumter, one lady sent in some small feather pillows

"because she thought they would be light for the boys to carry
on the march.A meeting of Peoria ladies was held at

ipeoria Daily Transcript, February 27, 1865.

2pcor_ia Daily Transcript, March 29, 1865.
3peoria Daily Transcript, March 31, 1865.
^Sunday Journal Transcript, November 21, 1920.

Rouse's Hall, April 26, 1861, to make arrangements for pre
paring bandages, lint, and shirts for the soldiers to use.l

The first meeting at which bandages and lint were prepared
was held at the home of Mrs. M. Griswold.

Prior to the de

parture of Company B of the National Blues for camp on May 13,

1861, Mrs. H. Couch, who lived on South Jefferson Street,

presented a silk flag to the company.Later on in the same
month, the ladies were busily engaged in sewing the uniforms

for Company B.^

About twelve ladies made two dozen shirts

and underwear and two dozen sheets and pillow cases to be

used by those of Captain Norton's company who were sick.

One

of these ladies, Mrs. Clemens, departed for Alton, where that

company was stationed, on July 10th, 1861, and intended to

remain there as long as her services were necessary and ac

ceptable.$

The ladies of Southampton presented Captain

Cromwell's company with a silk flag September 19, 1861.6

Forty ladies met at the lecture room of the Main Street
^Peoria Daily Transcript, April 27, 1861.
2paily Democratic Union, April 30, 1861.

3paily Democratic Union, May 14, 1861.
^Daily Democratic Union, May 24, 1861.

Speoria Daily Transcript, July 10, 1861.
6paily Democratic Union, September 20, 1861.

Presbyterian Church on October 12, 1861, and knitted socks,

made underwear and made hospital gowns for the members of
the Seventeenth Regiment.The ladles cooperated with the

Sanitary Committee of St. Louis in furnishing assistance to
the military hospitals of the West.

To aid the ladies in

their work, they solicited donations of money from the citi
zens.

Collections were also taken up in some of the churches

to help them.2

The October 16th Transcript noted that the

day before, fifty ladies worked in Rouse's Hall, and made
"double-gowns, shirts, bedticks, pillow cases, etc., for the
military hospitals."3

A 250 pound box of clothing and linen

was sent by a group of Peoria women to the sick of the Seven

teenth Regiment in October of 1861.^

The Soldiers' Aid

Society, an organization of Peoria women, sent four boxes of

hospital supplies to Cairo on April 14, 1862, to "alleviate
the sufferings of our wounded soldiers.The ladies were
responsible for a Thanksgiving dinner of turkeys, chickens,

hams, pies and the like which was served Colonel Horace
^Peoria Daily Transcript, October 14, 1861.
2peoria Daily Transcript, October 15, 1861.

'Peoria Daily Transcript, October 16, 1861.

%aily Democratic Union, October 22, 1861.
^Peoria Daily Transcript. April 15, 1862.

Capron's regiment, then at Camp Lyon, Peoria, on Thanksgiving
Day, 1862.1

Not all of the work of these noble women was

done in Peoria.

Two Peoria nurses, Mrs. Barnes and Mrs.

Couch, accompanied Doctor M. M. Eaton to Vicksburg in June

of 1863 to help the wounded.*

A strawberry festival given

by the Ladies' Aid Society to aid the wounded netted the sum

of $576.65.3

About $700 was the net result of a festival and

fair given by the Ladies' Union Relief Society for the bene
fit of soldiers' families in February, 1864.^

An appeal was

made by the Soldiers' Aid Society in March of the same year
for "donations of dried and canned fruits, apple sauce,
pickbs, etc., for the purpose of relieving the distress of

our sick and wounded soldiers.Other examples, similar to

those already given, of the type of activity the women of

Peoria engaged in to support their soldiers and the Union
could be given.
The ladies of Peoria cooperated to the fullest extent

in doing all that they could to make the lives of their

^Peoria Morning Mail, November 29, 1862.

^Peoria Morning Mail, June 2, 1863.

3peoria Daily Transcript, June 11, 1863.
^Peoria Morning Mail, February 18, 1864.
^Peoria Morning Mail, March 2, 1864.

soldiers a little easier, a little more bearable, either

through sending aid in one form or another to the soldiers,
or by helping to take care of the families of the soldiers.

Just as the men of Peoria responded to their call, so also

diddle women of Peoria respond to their call.
In summary, the following statistics, which are to
be found in the Illinois Adjutant General's Revised Report

for the years 1861-1866, indicate how the men of Peoria
County responded to their government's calls for soldiers.

The population of Peoria County in 1860 was 36,475, and the
revised enrollment, as of January, 1865, numbered 7,303.
Peoria's quota in 1861 was 1,023; in 1862, 698; on the call

of 700,000 for the period of February 1 to March 14, 1864, it

totaled 1,405; on the call for 600,000, issued July 18, 1864,
it was 1,222.

Peoria's total quotas to December 31, 1864,

numbered 4,348, her credits to the same date totaled 4,143,

leaving her with a deficit of 205.

Her quota for 1865 was

845, which, when added to her deficiency for the other years
of the war, meant that she was to raise 1,050 men in 1865.
Peoria's credits to the end of 1865 numbered 764, leaving

her with a final deficit of 286.

Under all calls, Peoria

County was asked for 5,193 men; she furnished 4,907.

However,

until the calls of 1864, Peoria was always ahead of her quota.

She had, under the calls of 1862, supplied a sufficient

number of three-year volunteers to almost clear her of all
calls made in 1864 except the last one.^

^Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of
Peoria County, op. cit., II, 174.

CHAPTER II

CAMP CONDITIONS OF PEORIA'S SOLDIERS

The introduction of most of the soldiers of Peoria
to army life came at the city's old Fair Grounds, which had

been converted into a camp shortly after the outbreak of the

war.^*

This camp was located almost directly opposite the west

entrance to Clen Oak Park,2 and was at first called Camp
Mather, then Lyon, and finally John Bryner.^

Camp and regi

mental headquarters were located in the Agricultural Society's
buildings, while the horse and cattle sheds were cleaned and

then fitted with bunks for the men.

Rough tables were built

in front of each company's quarters, "and soon black camp

kettles were swinging from cranes over fires and embryo
'chegs' were concocting messes that sent many a Union volun

teer to the military hospital."^

^Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of
Peoria County, op cit.. II. 164.

2

Sunday Journal Transcript, November 28, 1920.

^Sunday Journal Transcript, November 21, 1920.
^Sunday Journal Transcript, November 28, 1920.

Camp Yates at Springfield, Illinois, was the first

camp location of Company A of the National Blues, which later
became a part of the Eighth Regiment.

C.D.I.,^ writing from

this camp shortly after the arrival there c? his company,

described the eating style of some of the soldiers, "hunter

style, with a piece of meat on a forked stick, hung over the
coals."2

Their food, which consisted in part of bread, bacon

and fresh beef, salt, beans, molasses and coffee, was dis
pensed to each company in the morning.2

The company's

quarters the first night in camp were located in an old brick
yard.^

A few days later, the Eighth Regiment, of which

Company A of the Blues was now a part, was in camp at Cairo,
Illinois, and was stationed several hundred yards above the
mouth of the Ohio River, close to the Mississippi levee.$

According to J.F.W., camp life was a "hard one."

Regulations

were very strict, and a special permit, granted only for
only for special or urgent business, was needed by a private

^At no time is this man's complete name ever given
in the newspaper. However, the only member of Company A,
National Blues, with these initials was C. D. Irons, andprecorrespondence initialed

April 28, 1861.
April 28, 1861.
April 28, 1861.

May 1, 1861.

before he could leave camp.

Reveille came at five in the

morning, which meant that every soldier had to get out of
bed, wash and dress, and fix and eat breakfast.

Drilling

began at seven, and the regimental parade occurred eleven
hours later, at six o'clock in the evening.

every man was required to go to bed.^

At nine o'clock,

A letter from a

soldier who called himself 'non Commissioned" described the
style of dress in camp:
Every man who was possessed of any military gar
ment seems to have brought it along, and some have
costumes extemporized according to individual taste.
The result is of course a very wide remove from that
uniformity desirable in army dress. In the same
company may be seen the militia garb of half a dozen
States, and specimens even from several wardrobes in
Europe. Here a private wears the coat of a colonel,
or what was a colonel's coat in the days of his
grandfather; there another has a highlander's cap
and the big boots of an overia and teamster. Patterns,
colors, buttons, and tinsel float before the eye, like
the trappings of harlequin in a nightmare. Many of
the companies have been supplied with gray flannel
shirts, which, when the coats are off, mend the matter
very much.

A letter written several days later by the same soldier
spoke of a

'wet term" of three days upon "western Egypt."

A

lake described as being half a mile long and one hundred yards

wide divided the main camp from the town.

The mud was pictured

^Peoria Daily Transcript, May 4, 1861.
^Daily Democratic Union, May 10, 1861.

as "here in strong force, thick and splashy at the top,
thicker, sticker as you go down, with no hard ground at the

bottom, - in fact no bottom at all."l

In a letter written

the 16th of May, C.D.I described their new quarters.

There

were sixteen bunks in each mess, and they were fixed "steam

boat fashion," one over the other, said to be quite comfortable.

In his correspondence of the 19th, he spoke of the

food as being generally good, although they had received some
spoiled meat once or twice and the potatoes at that time were

"Non Commissioned," in a letter dated May

in short supply.3

20th, described the new quarters of each company of the

Eighth Regiment.

They were located about fifty feet from the

Mississippi levee, and were constructed of wood.

Each company

space, which was seventy feet in length, was divided into

seven small rooms by partitions which extended from the floor

to the eaves, above which all was open from one end of the
building to the other.

Each room had a passage wide enough

for a double file of soldiers to march through, which extended
from front to rear.

Bunks for eight men, four tiers high

with the two in each tier placed end to end, were located on
Ipaily Democratic Union, May 15, 1861.
2paily Democratic Union, May 22, 1861.
3paily Democratic Union, May 23, 1861.

each side of the passages.

The commissioned officers of the

company had somewhat nicer quarters.

The room was larger

and contained fewer bunks, which gave them room for a center
table and chairs.1

In a letter written May 21st, C.D.I complained of the
weather, and said, "This is certainly the meanest climate in

the world."

The men wore overcoats and still shivered.

huddled in blankets and crowded around the camp fires.

They
In

their bunks, the men, covered with blankets, nestled "down
into the straw" to keep warm.

In about three weeks, the

situation had reversed itself, and C.D.I. grumbled about the

heat.

"Hot, hotter, hottest, does not begin to express the

state of the weather," he wrote on June 12th.

Drill was

then being held from six-thirty to eighty-thirty in the
morning and from seven until nine at night, in order to avoid
the hottest part of the day.3
As of June 28, 1861, the soldiers at Cairo had not

been paid, and a letter of that date stated that "the boys
are pretty generally strapped."

The majority of the regiment

had by that time used up their credit with the sutler, whose

^Daily Democratic Union, May 24, 1861.
2

Daily Democratic Union, May 25, 1861.

q

Daily Democratic Union, June 21, 1861.

policy was to extend credit to each soldier up to four dollars

the first month, and another five dollars the second month.
At this time, Company B, of the National Blues, now

a part of the Seventeenth Regiment, was at Camp Pope, near

Alton, Illinois.

Correspondence from a member of this com

pany, dated June 27th, described the new uniform of the

regiment.

It consisted of dark blue pants and jacket, a gray

felt hat which was "looped up one side with a tri-colored

braid, and a tri-color braid around the hat instead of a rib
bon."

He noted that the members of the regiment had received

four dollars and forty cents for their twelve days of State
service.2
J.F.W., writing from Cairo on July 2nd, commented

that the temperature had fallen to fifty degrees during the
night, and despite the fact that some of the soldiers "bunked
together," they still couldn't keep themselves warm enough
to sleep.

Also, two of the company's messes had hired a

negro cook, and the soldiers in those messes no longer had to
cook or wash dishes.$
A correspondent from Camp Pope reported that the
Ipaily Democratic Union, June 28, 1861.

2paily Democratic Union, July 3, 1861.
3

Peoria Daily Transcript, July 4, 1861.

Seventeenth Regiment, in addition to its new uniforms, had
also been supplied with Enfield rifles, knapsacks, and all
necessary equipment.

He described a day's activities as be

ginning with reveille at four; rifle drill until six-thirty;
breakfast; company drill from seven-thirty to nine-thirty;

squad drill without rifles from nine-thirty until eleven;

company drill without rifles from two-thirty until fourthirty; and dress parade from five-thirty to eight o'clock.

Roll was called three times a day.^
A member of the Peoria Zouaves, then a part of the
Eighth Regiment, Missouri Volunteers, wrote on July 18th from

the St. Louis Arsenal that their new uniform consisted of a
dark blue cap, a dark blue jacket, trimmed in red, in the

short, Zouave pattern, and gray pants, which were "full above

and slightly narrowing towards the feet."2
A letter written July 13th by a Peoria volunteer

stationed at Camp Pope brought out some interesting points
about the camp.

The camp was located about two miles from

Alton, but if one traveled the road between those two loca

tions, he journeyed some five miles.

It was situated on

"little hills or ridges with deep gullies running between

Ipeoria Daily Transcript, July 8, 1861.

2paily Democratic Union, July 20, 1861.

them."

No parade ground existed, but the soldiers were

busily engaged in clearing the stumps from one of the ridges

in an attempt to alter that situation.

Many soldiers' wives

were at the camp, and each one of them had a private tent
with her husband, regardless of his rank.

The tents were

arranged in rows "like houses along the street."

Those of

the regimental officers were large, circular and pointed, and
were equipped with a board floor, a table and two cots.

The

tents of the privates were quite small, with a board for a
bed and a bundle of hay for a pillow.

From the same camp but from a member of the Peoria

Light Artillery company, correspondence of July 16th revealed

that this company was also engaged in the task of removing
stumps and clearing off the ground so as to provide space for
living quarters and for drill.

The company at the time had

not received horses, caissons, or sidearms, and only some of
the tents that were needed.2

There was a pleasant side to camp life, though.

The

Seventeenth Regiment band was presented a flag by the Alton
women, along with pies, cakes, raisins, nuts and the like.3

*Peoria Daily Transcript, July 18, 1861.
2paily Democratic Union, July 21, 1861.
^Daily Democratic Union, July 17, 1861.

H. M., of the Eighth Missouri, told of practically the same
experience as this regiment marched to the home of Major
General John Fremont in St. Louis.

"At a halt on the route,

pies, bread, cakes, etc., were distributed by liberal hands,

and disposed of with that promptness which is always credit
able to soldiers."!

A Peoria soldier described his experience with rations
which had been prepared for the march from Camp Pope to Bird's

Point, Missouri.

Before leaving Camp Pope, the soldiers had

cooked rations, which consisted of fat meat and beans, to
last them for three days.

Hard bread and coffee were to be

handed out "on the road."

The beans soured the first day and

had to be thrown away.

The meat, which was mostly fat, was

either eaten or thrown away the first day, also.

The only

food left for the next two days was the bread and coffee.

At St. Charles, Missouri, another three days' supply of ra

tions, which again was fat pork, hard bread and coffee, was
handed out.

The fat meat was again thrown away on the first

day, so another two days on bread and coffee.

Another three

days' rations, consisting of the same as before, was given
the soldiers at Mexico, Missouri.
of maggots, was thrown away.

The pork, which was full

The correspondent stated that

Ipaily Democratic Union, August 8, 1861.

he cut out the part containing the worms, and ate the rest

raw.l
The 47th Regiment, however, while doing garrison duty
at Jefferson City, Missouri, in October, 1861, found camp

conditions quite comfortable.
and well drained.

camp.

The parade ground was level

The city water works supplied water to the

The food, which consisted of coffee, ham, potatoes,

rice, beef and bread, was both abundant and of good quality.
This soldier also noted that the head of the regiment,

Colonel John Bryner, was very strict about the use of liquor
by the soldiers.2

A very complaining letter of October 18, 1861, told

of the Seventeenth Regiment, then at Cairo, Illinois.

The

health of the regiment was said to be bad, with only 470 out
of the 1009 men in the regiment fit for work.

The writer

grumbled that the men of the Seventeenth had been used like
slaves by the government, while others with less service "can

remain inactive, get their money, their clothing, and live

high."

For the nearly five months the regiment had been in

the service, the soldiers had received but ten dollars in pay
Ipaily Democratic Union, August 11, 1861.

2paily Democratic Union, October 15, 1861.

from the United States, and four dollars and forty cents from

the State of Illinois.

In spite of all this, the members of

the regiment were loyal and obedient, obeying all commands
given by their officers.

The regiment had received its new

uniforms, purchased for them in St. Louis by Captain Norton,
on October 14th.

It consisted of a regulation cap, light

blue pants, blue jacket, and "shoes well made."^
Sickness continued to plague the Seventeenth as it

saw action for the first time at Fredericktown, Missouri, on
October 21, 1861.2

A member of the regiment, who had partici

pated in this skirmish, related in a letter from Camp Fremont,

Cape Girardeau, Missouri, that only about 500 of the regiment

had been in shape to go on this expedition.

The regiment

marched one hundred and fifty miles in eight days, beginning

each day's trek at four or five in the morning.

It had taken

only half of its tents, which required a number of the soldiers

to sleep outside.

It was cold and frosty at night, and this

correspondent told of waking up to find his hair full of

frost.3

ipaily Democratic Union, October 23, 1861.

^Dyer, op. cit., Ill, 1052.
3paily Democratic Union, November 6, 1861.

Correspondence from Lieutenant Gardner of the Peoria
Light Artillery Company in December, 1861, revealed that his

troops suffered because of the lack of warm clothing, and
this because the company had not as yet received its arms,

other equipment or clothing.

Twenty of his men were on the

sick list, partly because of the lack of sufficient clothing.

"We don't mind looking ragged," he said,"if we were only
comfortable."!
Not all of the correspondence from the Peoria soldiers

was of a serious nature, however.

One wrote from Cairo and

told of the means by which his outfit outwitted the officer

of the guard and smuggled whiskey into camp.

They took the

coffee pots from their mess kits, plugged the spouts with
bread, and then filled the upper compartment with milk and
the rest with whiskey.

When the sentinels questioned them

about the contents, they poured out a little of the top milk,

2

fooled the guards and were allowed to go on their way.
Some of the difficulties which confronted Captain
Davidson's artillery battery in the summer of 1862 were told
by Lieutenant Hansel, an officer in the battery.

During the

march by General Curtiss' division, of which the Peoria com-

Ipaily Democratic Union, December 10, 1861.

2peoria Daily Transcript, February 12, 1862.

\

pany was a part, across Arkansas, from Pea Ridge to Helena,

the lack of running streams created a serious water problem.

The principal source of water was the pools found in the

holes left where trees had been uprooted in some manner or

another.

He described this as being "covered with a thick

green scum, but it was water and that was what they most de
sired."

Men were often sent a distance of six or seven miles

to bring in a supply of this water, "bad as it was," and then
it would be consumed in a matter of minutes.

A shortage of

food occasionally presented another problem.

The division

went without food the two days prior to its arrival at the

Mississippi River.1

Back in Peoria, in the summer of 1862, many men,
having enlisted under the President's call of July 1st of that
year, were just becoming acquainted with army life.

This was

true of the Seventy-Seventh Regiment, mustered into the

service September 2, 1862.2

Although outfitted in the regu

lation blue uniform, the first weapons given the SeventySeventh were flint-lock muskets.

Considered extremely unre

liable for conflict, these were soon replaced with Enfield

Ipaily Democratic Union, July 25, 1862.
2w. H. Bentley, History of the 77th Illinois Volun
teer Infantry, September", 1862 - July 10, 1865. (Peoria:
Edward Hine,Printer, 1883), pp. 16-19.

rifles.*

The new soldiers lacked culinary skill, as would be

expected, and the preparation of food posed a particular
problem.

The men of the regiment quickly found out that

they "must either cook or starve."2

An amusing incident oc

curred in camp in connection with what was supposed to be the
sutler's shop, but which, according to Bentley, was nothing

more than a "whiskey shop."

Some of the soldiers, for re

ligious reasons, and others, because they considered drinking
a vice, were opposed to the presence of liquor in the camp
and notified the sutler that he would have to remove the
liquor from the camp or face the consequences.

When the

sutler failed to comply with this order within the time
allotted, the soldiers who had given the ultimatum formed

"in line of battle" and "moved forward in handsome style
with unbroken lines, and after a faint resistance, the works

were carried by storm. "3
The wives, mothers and girl friends of the soldiers

made frequent visits to the camp of the Seventy-Seventh while

llbid.. p. 19.
2lbid., p. 20.
3lbid., pp. 21-22.

they were still based in Peoria, and brought with them pies,
cakes, chickens and many other delicacies to satisfy the
soldiers' appetites.

Since milk was not supplied by the

government, the soldiers either had to supply their own or
do without.

On this particular problem, Bentley wrote:

Of the two evils they chose the least. This is
the way it was done. Forty or fifty cows, belonging
to people in the city, were in the habit of grazing
in the vicinity of the camp, and beyond. As they re
turned to their homes in the evening the boys would
head them off and drive them into a corral. Here
they were at the mercy of their captors. While two
of the boys held a cow, four others seated on their
heels, would "draw" the daily rations for six.
Another amusing incident occurred while the regiment

was stationed at Richmond, Kentucky, in November, 1862.

Some

of the officers of the regiment, apparently with thoughts of
romance in mind, journeyed to one of the finest mansions in

town and began to serenade the occupants thereof.

Their

efforts were rewarded by the waving of scarves and handker
chiefs from the windows of the house.

This encouraged them

even more and they sang again and again until the front door
of the mansion opened and the following was heard: "'Much

'bliged gemman, for de music, and werry sorry de white ladies
warn't home to hear it."2

2lbid., p. 101.

See also Bruce Catton, This Hallowed

Ground (Garden City, New York:
1956), p. 79.

DouHeday and Company, Inc.,

The Seventy-Seventh endured a great deal of sickness

while camped at Young's Point, Louisiana, early in 1863.

Bentley described the camp as a "beautiful mudhole just in

side the levee."

Nearly every day a member of the regiment

died from sickness while the regiment was encamped at this

location.

Whatever the cause of the high degree of sickness,

change in climate, exposure, impure water and others, the

operating strength of the regiment was greatly reduced.

The

morning report of January 23, 1863, will illustrate this.

Of the 842 men in the regiment, only 352 were present for

duty.

Of the rest, 23 were on special duty, 18 were on de

tached service, 2 were under arrest, 12 were absent without
leave, while 195 were present but sick, and 240 were absent

and sick.

More than one-half of the entire regiment, 435,

were on the sick list.

Among the commissioned officers, only

ten were fit for duty.l

Bentley referred to the regimental hospital as "one
of the institutions of the army, and the surgeon is an im

portant character and enjoys a large practice.2

Quinine he

defined as "the great remedy—the universal panacea for all

the ills that flesh is heir to in the army, and consequently

^Bentley, op. cit.. pp. 124-126.

2ibid., p. 126.

a good supply is kept on hand."!

The following he related

as a common, everyday occurrence:
Each man that comes, either for relief or to be
excused from duty, puts on a face as long as a fence
rail, and answers all questions put to him with an
appropriate whine, whether he is sick or not--but
hold, we must take that back, for it is not to be
supposed that any one goes to the hospital unless he
is sick, or, in other words, that he is guilty of
what the doctors call "playing off."
Co. "A" is called. Number one steps up with as
much alacrity as his complicated diseases will admit
of, and the following conversation takes place:
Dr. -"Well, John, what's the matter with you,
this morning?"
John - "Why, doctor, I've got the di-ar-re."
Dr. - "Steward, give John two pills--take one now
and the other before you go to bed. Who's next?
Jake, what ails you?"
Jake - "Well, doctor, you'll have to tell that."
Dr. - "Steward, give Jake two pills--take one now
and the other before you go to bed. Next? Well,
Dick, what's your disease?"
Dick - "Why, doctor, I was in the fight at the
Post, and one of the Johnnies shot a hole through my
sleeve, and my atm happened to be in it."
Dr. - "Have you the diarrhea?"
Dick - "No, sir."
Dr. - "Have you any headache or pains in the
stomach?"
Dick - "No, sir."
Dr. - "Steward, give Dick two pills--take one now
and the other before you go to bed, and you'll be all
right in the morning."
And so it goes. You might almost say that a sick
man in the hospital has quinine for breakfast, dinner
and supper, and the result is not always beneficial.

The first pay for the men of the Seventy-Seventh
since it had left Peoria on October 4, 1862, was received on

March 7, 1863.

They were paid up to the end of October,

1862, which meant about twenty dollars for a private.1

Less

than a month later, on Easter Sunday, they were paid again.
This time it was for four months and amounted to fifty-two
dollars for the private.

Two Peorians, Hansel and Doup, who

had just arrived in the Seventy-Seventh's encampment at

Milliken's Bend, Louisiana, with a supply of sanitary stores
for the sick of the regiment, were entrusted with about forty

thousand dollars of the Seventy-Seventh's money which was to
go to the families of these soldiers back home.2
In the movement toward Jackson, Mississippi, in July

of 1863, Bentley spoke of the exceedingly hot weather, of men
who fainted and fell by the wayside as a result, and of the
suffering from thirst.-*

The night of July 7th the regiment

encamped in a corn field, and found the corn to be just right
for roasting ears.

The corn stalks were then cut and laid

lengthwise in the furrows to serve as beds.^

The regiment returned to Vicksburg from Jackson on

July 23rd, and for about a month rested and relaxed.

ilbid., p. 128.

2lbid.. pp. 129-130.
3lbid., p. 185.

4lbid., p. 187.

Duties

were light, with company drill at seven in the morning and

dress parade at six in the evening.1

At Carrollton, Louisi

ana, where the regiment was encamped from the end of August

until the first part of October, 1863, the following incident

took place.

Some of the members of the regiment, on the

morning of September 12th, raided the Provost Marshal's of
fice, not knowing he was upstairs asleep at the time, and

started to make off with such items as envelopes, letter

paper, spring-bottom chairs, and other furniture.

The pro

vost guards interrupted this activity and captured some of

the offenders, with the others getting away.

Those who had

been captured were taken before Brigadier General Lawler,
who ordered them to be armed with sticks of cordwood and
marched through the camp at "shouldered arms."

After the

offenders had been marched through the camp, they were re

turned to headquarters and the general then took personal
charge.

He drilled them in the manual of arms, and uttered

such commands as, "shoulder arms," "order arms," "ground
arms," "raise arms," "right shoulder shift arms," "present

arms," "stack arms," "take arms," and others, all of these

being executed with a stick of cordwood instead of a rifle.
Embarrassing as all of this was, it was capped by a remark

made by a lady, perhaps a southerner, from an adjoining

residence, who, as the guilty ones were marched away, called
out, "Steal again, will you?"

This phrase, "Steal again,

will you?" became a by-word in the regiment for a long time

afterwards.1
The Seventy-Seventh lived off of the land when it had

to.

Although orders were usually ordered against pillaging,

destroying buildings and the like, these were ignored by the

men when it was thought necessary.

While in camp at Frank

lin, Louisiana, with insufficient shelter, some of the
soldiers tore down a large barn about a mile from the camp

and built their own, more comfortable quarters.2

Again,

while marching from Franklin to New Iberia, Louisiana, in
spite of strict orders to the contrary, the regiment raided
a plantation, taking forage for the mules, and for themselves,

"at least forty bushels of sweet potatoes, ten dozen chickens

and other things in proportion."3
This regiment experienced another kind of discomfort
in their camp at DeCrow's Point, a peninsular sand bank which

lay between the Gulf of Mexico and Matagorda Bay.
^Ibid., pp. 196-205.

2ibid., p. 207.

3ibid., pp. 213-215.

Here, in

addition to the shortage of food,! the wind and the sand
presented a new difficulty.

The wind blew nearly all of the

time, and it was a common sight to see all of the camp lying
on the ground in an attempt to get protection from the flying

sand.

Holes had to be dug in the ground so fires could be

built for cooking, and the food was always sprinkled with

sand "which was gritty to the teeth and the taste."

The wind

quite often leveled the tents, and after one such occasion,

Colonel Webb crawled out from under his tent and solemnly

observed, "Behold the ruins of Pompeii."2
The Seventy-Seventh enjoyed several months of com

paratively easy duty, from October, 1864, to February, 1865,

while stationed at New Orleans, Louisiana.
primarily of guarding prisoners.

This consisted

The regiment had more than

enough to eat, wore good clothes and took advantage of the
educational and recreational opportunities the city of New

Orleans offered.3

The Eighty-Sixth Regiment, like the Seventy-Seventh,
was formed after the call of the President on July 1, 1862,
for more volunteers.

Like the other regiments already

llbid., p. 235.

2ibid., pp. 235-236.

3lbid., pp. 327-331.

64
mentioned, it also suffered from the weather occasionally.

The regiment was marched through Louisville September 15,
1862, with no food, little water and on a very hot day.

Ac

cording to a member of the regiment, "Great numbers fell out
of the ranks from utter exhaustion."

The troops that filled

the city had to find their own camps, and for the Eighty-

Sixth the night of September 26th, this meant a large cattle

yard in that district of Louisville called Butcherstown.

Several of the soldiers pitched their tents on a sidewalk,
which had necessitated the removal of some bricks in order

to insert the pins.

In contrast with this, the next morning,

at the invitation of the owner, the same members pitched

their tents in an area called "Woodland Garden."

This was

about four acres in size, and contained graveled walks lined
with shrubs and flowers, different kinds of evergreen trees,

running fountains, pools filled with fish and seats and tables.!
The weather often presented a problem.

Colonel Irons

reported in December, 1862, that about 200 members of the
Eighty-Sixth Regiment were in the hospital, due principally

to hardships and exposure the regiment had endured on its

march from Louisville to Nashville.

He expected one-fourth

of them to be fit fur duty again in a matter of days.2
^Peoria Morning Mail, December 6, 1862.

2peoria Morning Mail, December 27, 1862.

A letter written by a non-commissioned officer of

the Seventy-Seventh Regiment from Young's Point, Louisiana,
on February 15, 1863, described the weather as "awful bad."

The night before it had rained so hard that the tents had

leaked ''like a sieve."

Those in his tent had gotten up,

stood in a pile together, thrown their rubber blankets over

their heads, and stayed like that until morning.

In speaking

of their food, he said that they got about a pound of bread
each day and all the coffee and tea they wanted.

The pork

was half-rotten, according to this correspondent, and fresh
beef, or "bones," as he called it, was distributed once a

week, two pounds per man.

The crackers were "so nasty and

green that a dog would turn up his nose at them."

Some of

the men were tired of being soldiers, and wanted very much

to be back in Peoria.1
Both the Eighty-Sixth Regiment and the Fourteenth

Cavalry Regiment echoed the same sentiment in January, 1864.
A letter from a member of the Eighty-Sixth, in Chattanooga,
said that for almost four months the soldiers there had

generally received from one-third to one-half their normal

rations.

Horses and mules had starved to death.
*Peoria Morning Mail, March 17, 1863.

Because his

horse was in no shape to carry him, the officer of the day

had to walk the picket lines.

As for clothing, many of the

soldiers had "hardly enough rags to cover their nakedness,
not to speak of keeping them warm."l

Home on a short fur

lough, Colonel Horace Capron of the Fourteenth Cavalry, stated

that his command had nearly always been on half and quarter

rations and even now, the bulk of the diet consisted of meat
and meal.2

Conditions improved for the Eighty-Sixth as transpor

tation into Chattanooga by rail became more dependable.

Cor

respondence from Camp McAffee's Church, Georgia, about eight

miles southeast of Chattanooga, disclosed that the regiment
was again living on full rations, and living in "first class
houses."

Four men lived together in houses made of logs or

poles, seven feet by nine feet in size, "daubed with mud,

and covered with shelter tents or clapboards, with a fire
place in the end, and a mud-and-stick chimney."

The camp

was located on a gravel elevation, very near the Chickamauga

battle field.

Groups of ten were able to get passes from

the camp to search for relics at Chickamauga, Lookout
Ipeoria Morning Mail, January 29, 1864.

2peoria Daily Transcript, January 30, 1864.

Mountain, and Missionary Ridge.

The health of the regiment

was reported to be very good.^
In the last year of the war, Cairo, where many Peoria

soldiers had been stationed in other years, was described as
a "delectable frog-pond" by H.S., a member of the One Hundred
Thirty-Ninth Regiment, in a letter dated June 24, 1864.

The

drinking water consisted of the "warm and muddy slime" from
the Mississippi River.

Many were sick, but none seriously.

The young men and boys were able, in his opinion, to stand
army life a little better than the rest.2

Even after the fighting ceased, army life did not
abruptly come to an end for the Peoria soldiers.

It was

months, in some cases, and over a year, in others, before

all of them returned.

A letter from James Durkin, Co. E,

Forty-Seventh Regiment, written July 9, 1865, at Demopolis,

Alabama, spoke of being comfortably quartered in buildings
which formerly were used as shops for the manufacture and

repair of munitions of war for the Confederacy.

The duties

of the regiment consisted, according to this soldier, of

"watching one another to prevent pillaging the citizens, who
are quite resigned to the new order of things."3
Ipeoria Daily Transcript, February 12, 1864.

2peoria Daily Transcript, June 28, 1864.
3peoria Daily Transcript, July 24, 1865.

As the years passed after the end of the war, the

memories of the Peoria soldiers undoubtedly dimmed a little,
also.

Some of the experiences recounted in this chapter may

even have become a little less than real or not quite as bad
as they seemed as the time they were experienced.

Lived they

were, however, as recounted by the soldiers themselves at

the time.

CHAPTER III

THE PEORIA SOLDIERS IN ACTION

The Eighth Infantry Regiment

As already stated, the first Peoria men to be mus
tered into the service of the United States were the members
of Company A of the National Blues, who entered the army for

three months' service at Springfield, Illinois, April 25,

1861.1

The regiment into which this company was absorbed,

the Eighth Infantry, left Springfield on April 27th^ for

Cairo, Illinois, and served its entire term of duty there.3
This three months' regiment lost three men by disease during

its short period of service, and was mustered out of the

service July 25, 1861.The regiment was reorganized for
three years' service and mustered in on the same day, July 25,

^Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Illi

nois, 1861-1866 Revised, Roster of Officers and Enlisted Men,
op. cit., I, 428. See also Dyer, op. cit., Ill, 104o.
2

Daily Democratic Union, May 3, 1861.

^Dyer, op. cit., Ill, 1046.

^Ibid.

at the same location, Cairo.1

It remained there until Octo

ber, 1861, when it moved to Bird's Point, Missouri.2

Corres

pondence from a member of the regiment, who signed his letter
''Max", indicated that the regiment boarded a boat bound for
Paducah, Kentucky, early in September, arrived there, and

then turned around and came back to Cairo.

It was then

landed at Bird's Point, Missouri, and started to march down
the Mississippi.

The regiment spent a night at Norfolk, and

the next day proceeded to Lucas' Bend, about five miles above
Belmont, where, with the help of the gunboats Conestoga and

Tyler, it compelled the Confederate force of Jeff Thompson
"to break up camp and move down under the protection of the
batteries at Columbus," Kentucky.

The force returned to

Norfolk and then moved to Bird's Point.

In company with the

Eleventh Illinois, the Eighth went to Charleston, on the
Fulton and Cairo Railroad, to seek out Jeff Thompson's
guerrillas or any other Confederate force, but nothing re

sulted from this expedition.3

The regiment was part of an

expedition against Thompson's forces from November 2nd to
the 12th, and expeditions toward Columbus, January 13 to the
20, 1862.

It aided in the capture of Fort Henry, February 2

llbid.
?Ibid.. p. 1047.
3paily Democratic Union, October 16, 1861.

to 6, 1862.1

A letter from J.F.W., a member of the regiment

stated that on the night of the 6th, the regiment was camped

in tents which had belonged to the Twenty-Eighth Tennessee

Regiment.

On the capture of the fort, he commented:

The gunboats did the business. We did not get a
chance to fire a gun. The streams were so swollen,
and the mud so deep that they had "skedadled" before
we could read the Fort. They left behind them ample
proof of having fled in utter confusion and dismay.
Seventeen siege guns--some of the heaviest calibre-all their field artillery, comprising eight pieces;
all their tents, blankets, commissary and hospital
stores—in fact everything they had but their small
arms are in our possession. Two magazines in the Fort
are full of ammunition. . . There must have been
15,000 troops here at least. Our force is not over
10,000 or 12,000 at most.2
The regiment participated in the investment and cap

ture of Fort Donelson, Tennessee, February 12-16, 1862, pro

ceeded to Pittsburgh Landing, Tennessee, on March 13 to 20,
and was in the battle at Shiloh, April 6th and 7th.$

A

letter from G. B. Molineaux, a corporal in the regiment,

begun on the 7th and completed on the 12th, told of the

fierceness of this encounter.

Breakfast had just been com

pleted, and preparations were being made for Sunday morning

^Dyer, op. cit.. Ill, 1047.

2peoria Daily Transcript, February 13, 1862.

inspection, when Captain Wheaton ran into the tent, "greatly
excited, exclaiming, 'Boys, get ready!

fall into company'."

get ready!

fall in!

Company E, the one to which Molineaux

belonged, fell into battle line quickly, but the Confederate
charge was such that it had to fall back one hundred yards,

where it made another stand.

Captain Wheaton was wounded in

the shoulder, but stayed with the company until the afternoon.

By then, only twenty remained in the company.

The fighting

became heavier and more confused, and Corporal Molineaux
wrote that he fought with the 52nd Ohio, and also with the
17th Ohio, in support of the 5th Ohio battery.

Cannon were

spiked and left, as the artillery horses had all been killed.

"The loss in killed and wounded I cannot estimate, but it is
great—nothing like it ever before."

Although he had been

wounded on the knee cap by a "spent ball," this soldier
ended his writing of the 7th with the following:

"I will now

go to the scene of action and join in somewhere.

I feel like

sacrificing my life right here on this field and in this
glorious cause."

In the portion of the letter dated the 12th,

he listed the company casualties as five killed and fifteen

wounded, exactly one-half of the company.

After he had re

joined the fight, the 8th and 18th Illinois regiments had
made a charge on a Mississippi batter, and, "at the point of

the bayonet," had driven the "rebels' out and captured the

guns.

He gave the Eighth's casualties as twenty-three killed

and ninety-six wounded.^

The Illinois Adjutant General's

Report Revised numbered fifty-seven killed, one aundred and

ninety-one wounded, and ten missing for the regiment in this
battle.2

From April 29th to May 30th the regiment moved on

and then participated in the siege of Corinth, Mississippi.
From there it moved to Bethel, June 4-6, and then on to Jackson, June 15th.

It was on duty there and performed guard

duty at Toone's and Medon Stations until October of 1862.

Ordered to Lagrange, Tennessee, in November, the regiment re

connoitered from that station on the 8th and 9th of that

month.

It marched to Grand Junction, January 4-9, 1863, and

from there to Memphis, Tennessee, January 12-19.

The regi

ment moved to Lake Providence, Louisiana, on February 22nd,
and remained on duty there until April 12th, when it moved
to Milliken's Bend, Louisiana.3

^Daily Democratic Union, April 24, 1862.

^Report of the Adjutant General of the State of
Illinois, 1861-1866 Revised, Roster of Officers and Enlisted
Men, op. cit., I, 428.

^Dyer,

op. cit.

Correspondence from O.P.M. from a "camp in rear of

Vicksburg," dated May 29th, told of the Eighth as it left

this point.

The Eighth marched from Milliken's Bend to Rich

mond on April 25th, and on the morning of the 30th passed

through Hard Times, opposite Grand Gulf, Mississippi.

Trans

ports took the force, of which the Eighth was a part, across

the Mississippi River to a point eight or nine miles below

Grand Gulf.

As the force moved toward Port Gibson, it met

the enemy at Thompson's Hill, three miles from the town,

where the Eighth, as a regiment, did not fire one volley.
The enemy fled Port Gibson May 2nd and the Union army con
tinued its advance.

The Eighth fought in the battle at Ray

mond, May 12th, and had ten killed and eighteen wounded.

Ac

cording to this soldier, General Logan said after the engage
ment that, "The charge of the 8th Illinois saved the reputation

of the old 3rd division."

The regiment saw action next at

the battle of Champion's Hill, May 16th, where it suffered

casualties of three killed and eight wounded.

Here another

compliment was paid the regiment as General McPhearson was

heard to say, "if he had a dozen regiments like the 8th of
Illinois, he would drive every rebel into the Gulf of Mexico."
The regiment did not participate in the fighting at the Big

Black bridge the next day, and on the 19th of May, 1863, it

began to guard prisoners at Vicksburg.1

The same soldier,

in a June 2nd letter, stated that Grant had the confidence

of the men in his army, and if he were taken away "the
Western army would be far less successful. "2
The Eighth helped lay siege to Vicksburg from May

18th to its surrender on July 4th, and had garrison duty
there until July of 1864.

It participated in several expedi

tions during this period:

namely, Stevenson's expedition to

Monroe, Louisiana, August 20-September 2, 1863; an expedition
to Canton, October 14-20, which included Bogue Chitto Creek

on October 17th; the Meridian campaign, from February 3 to
March 5, 1864,3 during which Sherman's force marched four

hundred miles through enemy territory, with no tents, carried
twenty days' rations, was gone over thirty days, and the
Eighth had but three cases of sickness in the regiment and

lost not one man due to straggling.^

When it returned to

Vicksburg after this raid, three-fourths of the regiment re
enlisted and were sent home on furlough.

The regiment arrived

back at Vicksburg on May 17th, where it remained on garrison
Ipeoria Morning Mail, June 12, 1863.
2peoria Morning Mail, June 16, 1863.
3pyer, op. cit.

^Peoria Daily Transcript, May 3, 1864.

duty until July 1st, when it took part in an expedition under
Brigadier General Dennis to Jackson,! and participated in an
engagement with the enemy on July 7th.2

From July 29th to

September 3rd, it took part in an expedition to Morganza,
Louisiana; moved to the mouth of the White River from Septem

ber 3rd to the 8th, and remained on duty there until October
18th.

During the next twelve days, it traveled to Memphis

and back; moved to Duvall's Bluff on November 9th, and on the

28th, to Memphis.

The regiment marched to Moscow and back,

December 29th to the 31st, left the 1st of January, 1865, for
New Orleans and arrived there the 4th.

Next came the cam

paign against Mobile, from February to April, 1865.

It was

in the siege of Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely, March 26-

April 8, and helped in the capture of the latter on April 9th.

The Eighth moved in to occupy Mobile April 12th, and remained
until May 27th, when it moved to New Orleans and then to

Shreveport, Louisiana, where it arrived June 9th.

The next

move took the regiment to Marshall, Texas, until September,

1865, when it went to Alexandria, Louisiana, where it remained
until April of 1866.

The Eighth was mustered out of the

service on May 4th; 1866, at Baton,Rouge, Louisiana, and
Ipeoria Daily Transcript, August 8, 1864.
Dyer, op. cit.

discharged May 13th at Springfield, Illinois.!

Total

casualties of the regiment numbered 321, 160 enlisted men

and 6 officers who were killed or mortally wounded in battle,
and 155 enlisted men who died from disease.2

Battery A, Second Illinois Light Artillery
The next group of Peoria men to enter the service

were the members of Captain Peter Davidson's company of light
artillery, mustered into state service May 23, 1861, and or-

ganized as Battery A, Second Illinois Light Artillery.

The

battery moved to Alton, Illinois, July 6th, and then to St.

Charles and Mexico, Missouri, where it saw duty in the
northern part of that state until August.

It was ordered to

Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, where it was mustered into
United States service on August 17, 1861.

The next move was

to Jefferson City, Missouri, and on October 1st, to Boone
ville, Missouri.

It participated in General Fremont's cam?-

paign against Springfield, Missouri, October 21-November 8,
1861, and was then stationed at Ottersville, Missouri, until
^On the next page appears a map showing the route of

the Eighth from Peoria to the point of mustering out.
similar in content follows the story of each unit.
2

A map

Dyer, op. cit.

^The History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit..

p. 405.

MAP 1.—Route of Eighth Infantry Regiment

January, 1862.

Battery A moved to Lebanon, Missouri, on

January 25th, and was in General Curtis' advance on Spring

field, Missouri, from January 25th until February 11th.

It

pursued General Price into Arkansas from February 14th until
the 29th, and was in the battle of Pea Ridge, Arkansas, on
March 6-8.1

In this engagement, according to Lieutenant

Hansel of the battery, enemy action compelled the abandonment
of two of their artillery pieces, but they were later retaken.2

From Pea Ridge, the battery inarched to Sugar Creek, March

10th, to Cross Timbers, March 15th, to Batesville, April 5th
to May 3rd, and to Helena, May 25th to July 13th, where it

remained until March, 1863.

It was ordered to Milliken's

Bend, Louisiana, March 20th, where it remained until the next

month.

It moved on Bruinsburg and by-passed Grand Gulf,

Mississippi, from April 25th to the 30th.

The battery then

participated in the battles of Thompson's Hill, May 1st,
Champion's Hill, May 16th, and Big Black River, May 17th.
It helped lay siege to Vicksburg, May 18-July 4, and engaged

in the May 19th and 22nd assaults on that place.

The battery

next moved on Jackson, Mississippi, July 5-10, and partici

pated in the siege of that city from July 10th to the 17th.

^yer, op. cit.. Ill, 1039.
2paily Democratic Union, July 25, 1862.

Battery A was stationed at the Big Black River until
August 20th, and it was then ordered to New Orleans.

It was

stationed at Carrollton, Brashear City, and Berwick until

October.

It participated in the Western Louisiana campaign

from October 3rd to November 30th, after which it saw duty in
the LaFourche District and the defenses of New Orleans until
August, 1864.

The battery then participated in the Mobile

Bay operations against Fort Gaines and Fort Morgan, August

2-23, which included the siege and capture of Fort Gaines,
August 3-8, and of Fort Morgan, August 8-23.Thirty-four

members of Davidson's Peoria Battery arrived in Peoria Sep
tember 19, 1864, their term of enlistment expired.

They had

participated in the capture of Forts Gaines and Morgan the
previous month.

The remainder of the original members of the

battery had reenlisted, and were still with the battery in

Mobile Bay.

The battery finished out its service with duty

in New Orleans and the District of LaFourche until July 28,

1865, when it was mustered out.

Total casualties in Battery

A during its service included one officer and sixteen enlisted
men who died from disease, and five enlisted men who were
killed or mortally wounded, twenty-two in all.3

MAP 2.—Route of Battery A, Second Illinois Light Artillery

The Seventeenth Infantry Regiment

As already brought out, the Seventeenth Regiment,
which had been mustered into the service on May 24, 1861,

left Peoria the 17th of June for Alton, Illinois.

It pro

ceeded from there to St. Charles, Missouri, late in July

where it remained but one day before moving on to Warrenton,
Missouri, where it stayed about two weeks.It departed

Warrenton for St. Louis and embarked on transports for Bird's
Point, Missouri, in August.2

The Seventeenth remained at

Bird's Point several weeks, doing garrison duty, before it
moved on to Fredericktown, Missouri, in pursuit of General

Jeff Thompson.3

it engaged in operations around Ironton and

Fredericktown, Missouri, against Thompson's forces from
October 12 to 25, and had a fight with the enemy at Frederick

town, October 21.According to a member of the regiment,
this was the first skirmish in which the regiment had parti
The fight lasted not more than a half hour, with

cipated.

the enemy forced to retreat after "some tall firing on both

sides.

The Seventeenth lost one killed and twenty-eight

^The History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit..

p. 371.
2

Daily Democratic Union, August 7, 1861.

^The History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit.

^Dyer, op. cit., Ill, 1052.

wounded in the action.From August, 1861, until February,

1862, the regiment saw duty at Bird's Point, Missouri, Fort
Holt, Kentucky, and Cape Girardeau, Missouri.

It participated

in expeditions to Benton, Bloomfield, and Dallas, Missouri,

from January 15 to 17, 1862, after which it participated in
the Fort Henry operations, February 2-6.2

Seventeenth

helped to capture Fort Donelson, February 12-16, and lost

several men killed, wounded, and taken prisoner.3

it moved

to Savannah, and then to Pittsburg Landing, Tennessee, from
March 5 to 25.

The regiment was engaged in the battle of

Shiloh, April 6-7,^ and suffered casualties of 130 killed and
wounded.The Seventeenth then advanced on and participated

in the siege of Corinth, Mississippi, from April 29 to

May 30.o

After the Confederates evacuated that city, the

regiment marched to Purdy, Bethel, and Jackson, Tennessee,

where it remained until July 17th.It was then ordered to

ipaily Democratic Union, November 6, 1861.

2nyer, op. cit.

^The History of Peoria County,. Illinois, op. cit.
^Dyer, op. cit.

^Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Illi
nois, 1861-1866 Revised, Roster of Officers and Enlisted Men,
op. cit., II. 62.

&Dyer, op. cit.

Bolivar, where it was assigned to duty as provost guard.

The regiment remained at Bolivar until November, 1862, during

which time it participated in the expedition to Iuka, to
reinforce General Rosecrans,^ from September 15 to 22.2

j*.

was in Grantas Central Mississippi campaign, from November,
1862, to January, 1863.

During this time, it was ordered

to Lagrange, where it was assigned duty as provost guard.

Early in December, it marched to Holly Springs, Mississippi,
then to Abbyville, where it guarded railroads, and then to
Oxford.

After Holly Springs was captured, the regiment pro

ceeded to Moscow, Collierville, and then Memphis,^ on Janu
ary 12, 1863,5 where it was assigned to duty at the Navy

Yard.&

it moved to Lake Providence, Louisiana, January 17-24,

and saw action at Richmond, Louisiana, January 29-30.

The

seventeenth then moved to Milliken's Bend, April 12, then

Bruinsburg and by-passed Grand Gulf, Mississippi, April 25-30.
It engaged in the battles of Thompson's Hill, May 1, Bayou

llbid.

2Dyer, op. cit.

3lbid.
'The History of Peoria County, Illinois , op. cit.
5Dyer, op. cit.

^The History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit.

Pierrie, May 2, Raymond, May 12, Jackson, May 14, Champion's

Hill, May 16, Big Black River, May 17, and the siege of
Vicksburg, May 18 to July 4.

It engaged in the May 19 and

22 assaults on the city,^ and in the latter lost three kilbd

and twenty-four wounded.2
After the surrender of Vicksburg, the Seventeenth re
mained on garrison duty there, but made several expeditions

into enemy territory.3

These were to Monroe, Louisiana,

August 20-September 2, 1863; Canton, Mississippi, October
14-20, 1863; Bogue Chitto Creek, Mississippi, October 17,

1863; Sunnyside Landing, Arkansas, January 10-16, 1864; and
Clinton, Mississippi, February 5, 1864.^

The term of service

of this regiment expired on May 24, 1864, and accordingly,

it was ordered to Springfield, Illinois, to be mustered out
and finally discharged.$

The Seventeenth was mustered out

on June 4, 1864,6 but happened in an unusual way.

No record

iDyer, op. cit.
^Illinois at Vicksburg (Illinois:

Vicksburg Military

Park Commission, 1907), p. 139.

^The History of Peoria County, Illinois , op. cit.

^Dyer, op. cit.

^The History of Peoria County, Illinois , op. cit.
6oyer, op. cit.

of the Seventeenth's ever having been mustered into service
could be found in the War Department at Springfield, so the

regiment was mustered in and then mustered out within a
period of ten minutes.1

Since a sufficient number of the

regiment had not reenlisted to entitle them to retain their

regimental organization, the veterans who did reenlist and
the recruits whose term of service had not yet expired were

consolidated with the Eighth Regiment of Illinois Volunteers,
and were mustered out and discharged with that regiment in
the spring of 1866.

During its service the Seventeenth

suffered 146 deaths, three officers and seventy-one enlisted

killed or mortally wounded in action, and one officer and
seventy-one enlisted men who died from disease.3

The Forty-Seventh Infantry Regiment

The Forty-Seventh Regiment Illinois Infantry Volun
teers left Peoria September 23, 1861, by rail,^ the Logans
port, Peoria, and Burlington Railroad,$ for St. Louis,

Ipeoria Evening Mail, June 27, 1864.

2
The History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit.

^Dyer, op. cit.
The History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit..

p. 375.
5paily Democratic Union, September 24, 1861.

MAP 3.--Route of Seventeenth Infantry Regiment

Missouri.

It took up quarters at Benton Barracks, near the

city, where it was completely clothed and armed.

It remained

there until October 9, when it moved by rail to Jefferson

City, Missouri, where it did garrison duty at that location
until December 22, when it moved by rail to Otterville,

Missouri.

The regiment drilled and was on garrison duty at

that location until February 2, 1862.

Then it marched north

to the Missouri River, crossed it at Booneville, and marched

down the north side of the river to St. Charles, Missouri,
where it arrived February 18th.

It crossed the river here

and moved by rail to St. Louis, where it boarded the steamer

War Eagle and moved to Cairo, February 23.

Two days later,

the 25th, the regiment moved thirty miles back up the river

to Commerce, Missouri, where it joined General Pope's com

mand, which was in preparation for a campaign against Island
Number 10 and New Madrid, Missouri.

The Forty-Seventh left

Benton, Missouri, March 2, and arrived at New Madrid the 4th.

In conjunction with the Eleventh Missouri Infantry and a bat

tery of light artillery, on March 10, it moved to Point

Pleasant, ten miles below New Madrid, where it blockaded the

river and cut off the enemy's communication by river below

New Madrid and Island Number 10.

The regiment remained there

until April 7, when, the Confederates having evacuated New

Madrid the night of April 5, it marched up to New Madrid.1

It boarded the steamer Aleck Scott, April 10, and proceeded
down the Mississippi River almost to Fort Pillow, Tennessee,

but returned the next morning and disembarked at Tiptonville,
Tennessee, twenty miles below New Madrid.

It reembarked on

April 12 and moved up the river to Cairo.

April 20 the Forty-

Seventh moved up the Tennessee River, where it landed at

Hambur Landing, Tennessee, April 22, and set up camp near the
river.It advanced on Corinth and engaged in the siege of

that city from April 29 to May 30.

During this period the

regiment engaged the enemy at Farmington, Mississippi, May 9,
and near Corinth, May 28.3

The Confederates evacuated Corinth

the night of May 29, and the Forty-Seventh was with General

Pope's army which pursued the enemy as far as Booneville,
Mississippi, from which it returned to Camp Clear Creek, six
miles south of Corinth, June 11.

The regiment marched to

Rienzi, Mississippi, July 3, where it remained until August

18, the same day Colonel John Bryner, who had organized the
regiment, resigned from the service because of poor health.^

ljhe History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit..
pp. 375-376.
2lbid.. p. 376.
^Dyer, QP. cit.. Ill, 1067.

^The History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit..
p. 376.

The Forty-Seventh marched to Tuscumbia, Alabama, August 18-

22, and then to Clear Creek, September 8-14.

It engaged in

reconnoissance to Iuka, Mississippi, and a skirmish on Sep
tember 16, followed by a battle there on the 19th,in which

the army under General Rosecrans defeated the enemy force of
General Sterling Price.

It was in this encounter that Major

John Cromwell was taken prisoner.2

This officer was later

paroled and while in Peoria on a short leave, he spoke well
'of the kind and gentlemanly treatment" he had received from
his captors.

He would treat them the same way if they should

become his prisoners, he said, "But when in the field, it is

war--deadly war--war to the knife, and the knife to the

hilt."3
The Forty-Seventh followed the Confederates as they

retreated one day, and then returned to Corinth, where it ar
rived on the 3rd of October, 1862, in time to take part in
the battle there on that day and the next.

On the first day

of this engagement, Colonel William A. Thrush, of the Forty*

Seventh, was instantly killed, shot through the head as he
attempted to determine the enemy's position.

He was buried

^Dyer, op. cit.
^The History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit.

3peoria Morning Mail, October 17, 1862.

at Corinth, but the body was later returned to Peoria.

Regimental casualties in this battle included thirty dead
and over one hundred wounded.2
After the battle of Corinth, the regiment went with
General Rosecran's army, which pursued the enemy force of
Price and Van Dorn to Ripley, Mississippi.

It returned with

the army on October 14, and camped near Corinth until Novem
ber 2, when it marched to Grand Junction, Tennessee, where it
joined General Grant's expedition into central Mississippi.3

It participated in operations on the Mississippi Central

Railroad from November 2, 1862, to January 10, 1863.^

The

Forty-Seventh left Grand Junction, January 8th, and marched
to Corinth, vhere it arrived January 14th.

It then moved by

rail from Corinth, on January 26, to Ridgeway Station, Tennes
see, where it remained to guard the railroad until March 12,
when it moved to Memphis, Tennessee, and boarded the steamer

Empress, bound for the Vicksburg vicinity.

It stayed at

Helena, Arkansas, ten days before it again moved down the

river, where it landed at Duckport, twelve miles above Vicks

burg, on April 1.

The duties of the men here consisted

^Peoria Morning Mail, October 22, 1862.

^The History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit.

3jbid.
^Dyer, op. cit., Ill, 1067.

primarily of guard duty, loading and unloading steamboats,

and digging on a canal.

On May 2, the regiment marched down

the west side of the Mississippi River, crossed it at Grand
Gulf, and marched to Jackson, Mississippi, with General

Sherman's Fifteenth Army Corps, where it participated in
the battle which resulted in the capture of the city on

May 14.1

Two days later, May 16, the commander of the regiment,
Colonel John N. Cromwell, was killed in Jackson.2

According

to Doctor H. S. Hewitt, who was attached to General Grant's

staff and who had been taken prisoner at Jackson, Colonel

Cromwell had, after the evacuation of Jackson, gone back to
the city to pick up any of his men who were still there and
to keep them from plundering.

While looking for them, he

was surrounded by a company of Confederates and some residents
of the city.

An argument developed when Cromwell said that

he could fight them one at a time, or all at once, and drew

his pistol.

A Confederate officer appeared at that time and

ordered the crowd to separate and permit Cromwell to go.
crowd obeyed and Cromwell rode away.

The

He stated before he

left that he had a wife and family at home whom he very much

wanted to see again, and that he desired peace as much as

they did.

He was probably allowed to leave unharmed because

of his efforts to keep the Union soldiers from plundering

the city.

He had not gone very far, however, before he con

fronted another rebel squad.

He was ordered to halt, but

refused, and was immediately shot and killed.1
The Forty-Seventh participated in the siege and cap

ture of Vicksburg, May 18-July 4, including the assaults on
May 19th and the 22nd.2

union casualties in the May 22nd

assault were 502 killed and 2,550 wounded,3 and of these the

Forty-Seventh suffered five killed and thirty-three wounded.^

The regiment engaged in an expedition to Satartia and
Mechanicsburg, June 2-3, and one from Young's Point to Rich

mond, Louisiana, June 14-16.5

The task of the regiment at

Young's Point was to cut rebel supplies off from Vicksburg. 6

The Forty-Seventh advanced toward Jackson, July 5, and saw
guard duty at Black River Bridge until July 22, when it moved
^Peoria Morning Mail, July 30, 1863.

?
nDyer, op. cit.

^Thomas L. Livermore, Numbers and Losses in the Civil
War in America 1861-65 (2nd
New York: Houghton, Mifflin
and Company, 1901), p. 100.
^Illinois at Vicksburg, op. cit.. p. 203.

^Dyer, op. cit.

^Peoria Morning Mail, July 18, 1863.

to Bear Creek, where it stayed until October, 1863.

From

October 14-20, it participated in an expedition to Canton.

The regiment moved to Memphis, November 14-20, and then to
Lagrange, Tennessee, where it guarded the Memphis and Charts—

ton Railroad and scouted after General Hathan B. Forrest
until January 26, 1864.1

Correspondence from a member of

the regiment while it was stationed at Lagrange told that the
regiment numbered about 400 men who were fit for duty, who

were "well fed and clothed, and ready for a fight at any
time."2
The Forty-Seventh left Lagrange, January 26, 1864,

arrived at Memphis the 28th, boarded a steamer for Vicksburg,
where it arrived February 3, and then went into camp at Black
River Bridge, twelve miles from Vicksburg.

It marched to

Canton, Mississippi, February 23, returned on March 3 to
Black River, and moved to Vicksburg on the 7th, where it de

parted on board the steamer Mars, March 10, for the Red River

Expedition.3

It was at Fort DeRussy March 14, at the occupa

tion of Alexandria, March 16, Henderson*s Hill, March 21,
Grand Encore, April 2, and Campti, April 3.

April 9, the

Ipyer, op. cit.
2peoria Daily Transcript, January 23, 1864.

regiment was engaged in the battle of Pleasant Hill, Louisi
ana, and the official report of Colonel Lucius F. Hubbard,

Fifth Minnesota Infantry, who commanded the Second Brigade,
First Division, in that engagement included the following:

But one regiment of the Second Brigade (the 47th
Illinois Infantry) was brought into action during the
progress of the fight. That regiment was moved toward
the front by order of General Mower, at about 3 p.m.
and placed in position as a support to and upon the
right of the 3rd Indiana Battery, where it remained
until the attack of the enemy was finally repulsed,
and where it was afforded an opportunity to deliver
several effective volleys into the ranks of the
assaulting columns. 1
From April 22-24, the regiment was around Cloutiers-

ville, on the Cane River; at Alexandria from April 26 to
May 13; at Muddy Bayou from May 2-6; at Well's Plantation,
near Alexandria, May 2-13; and then a retreat to Morganza

from May 13 to 20.

The regiment arrived back at Vicksburg

on May 24.2
Correspondence from a member of the regiment, dated

May 25, 1864, Vicksburg, made the following comments on this
period:

Thank God, we are out of General Bank's Department
at. last. . . We have seen the hardest times the last

^The War of the Rebellion, Official Records of the
Union and Confederate Armies ^Series I: Washington. D. C-:
Government Printing Office, 1891),XXXIV, Part I, pp. 321-322.
Dyer, op. cit.

two and one-half months, that we have had during our
term of service. No doubt you have read in the news
papers all about the retreat of Banks from Grand
Encore. . . On all his retreating General Smith's com
mand had to go in the rear, where all the fighting was
done. And what was meaner in him was we would never
go into camp till ten or eleven o'clock, and in three
instances we did not get five hours sleep in twentyfour. It is customary in marching for troops who have
the rear one day to take the advance the next, and the ;
corps that has the advance one day to take the rear
the next. But in his (Bank's) retreat from Pleasant
Hill we had the rear, and on his retreat from Grand
Encore to Alexandria we were in the rear; and on this
retreat we had to fight every day. One day in particu
lar there was fighting in front and rear, and this is
the way we kept it up all the way to the Mississippi
River, where we left General Bank to go his own road,
and we embarked on our fleet of steamers and started
for this place, where we arrived last night. . . Just
before we went into camp for the night, Generals Smith
and Mower came riding along. Cheer upon cheer was
given for the saviors of Bank's command. We love our
two commanders, and they take pride in calling us
''Bully Boys from Sherman's army." I hope to God we
will go to Father Sherman, as the boys call him.
Under such an imbecile as Bank we could expect nothing
more than disaster and defeat. It is a wonder he is
not cashiered.1

The regiment embarked for Memphis June 5, but only

moved up the river as far as Lake Chicot, where it disem

barked, moved inland and met a Confederate force under General
Marmaduke, which it defeated.2

Casualties of the Forty-

Seventh in this engagement were one officer and six enlisted
men killed, and one officer and nineteen enlisted men

^Peoria Daily Transcript, June 10, 1864.
^The History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit.

wounded.^

The regiment then proceeded to Memphis and accom

panied General J. A. Smith to Tupelo, Mississippi, except
about one hundred of the men who had reenlisted, who departed
from the regiment at Moscow, Tennessee, and went to Illinois

on a furlough.

These veterans returned to the regiment on

August 8, and the regiment went on General Smith's expedition

to Oxford, Mississippi.

1864.

It returned to Memphis on August 27,

Since the original term of service of the regiment

had expired, it was ordered to Springfield, Illinois,where

those who had not reenlisted were discharged on October 11,
1864.

The 196 veterans and recruits that remained left Mem

phis September 2, 1864, and accompanied General Mower's ex

pedition up White River to Brownsville, Arkansas, and from
there moved into Missouri after the Confederate army of

General Price.

It arrived at Cape Girardeau, Missouri, on

October 4, left October 6 on a steamer for Jefferson City,

where it arrived the 15th.

It then moved by rail to Otter

ville and marched to Warrensburg, where it arrived October

26.

The Forty-Seventh moved by rail from that location to

St. Louis, November 2-4, whence it was ordered to Chicago on
November 9th, to help in putting down any riot which might
^The War of the Rebellion, Official Records of the
Union and Confederate Armies, op. cit., XXXIV, Part I. p.^75.

occur on election day.

The regiment's services were not

needed for that purpose, so it was ordered to report to the

Superintendent of Recruiting Service at Springfield, Illi

nois, and was stationed at Camp Butler.

The regiment re

ceived two hundred drafted men on November 28, and a battalion

of four full companies was organized.^

This force was "ordered

to the field" on December 3, and was to join General Rosecrans.

When the regiment arrived in St. Louis, the order had

been changed, and they went to Louisville, then Bowling Green,
Kentucky, where they stayed until January 27, 1865, when they

moved by rail to Nashville.

From this city, the Forty-

Seventh moved down the Cumberland River and up the Tennessee
River to Eastport, Mississippi, where it rejoined the Second

Brigade, First Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, its old
brigade, and accompanied it to New Orleans,2 February 6-22.

The Forty-Seventh participated in the campaign against Mobile
and its defenses, from March 7 to April 12, which included

the sieges and captures of Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely,
March 26-April 9.3

During the siege of Spanish Fort, the

organization of the Forty-Seventh was once again completed

l-The History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit.
2lbid.
3oycr, op. cit.

when it received six additional companies from Springfield.

After Mobile fell, the regiment marched to Montgomery, Ala
bama, where it arrived April 25, 1865.

On December 31, 1865,

it was sent to Selma, Alabama, where it was mustered out of

service January 21, 1866, and ordered to Springfield, where

the soldiers received their final pay and were discharged.1
Total casualties of the Forty-Seventh Regiment numbered 250,

five officers and fifty-eight enlisted men killed or mortally
wounded and three officers and 184 enlisted men who died from

disease.

2

Eleventh Cavalry Regiment
The Eleventh Regiment of Cavalry, Illinois Volunteers,

remained at Peoria until February 22, 1862, when it moved to

Benton Barracks, Missouri, where it arrived March 3rd.

It

moved to Pittsburg Landing, Tennessee, March 25-April 1 where
it took part in the battle of Shiloh, April 6 and 7.

The

regiment then advanced on and participated in the siege of

Corinth, Mississippi, April 29-May 30, which included the

capture of Purdy, Tennessee, April 29.

On the reaction of

the populace of the city to the entrance of Union forces,

^The History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit.

^Dyer, op. cit.
3lbid., p. 1028.
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"D.Y.N.S.," a member of the regiment, wrote on April 30:
The people, terribly alarmed as they were not ac
quainted with the facts in the case, came flocking,
men and women, to Col. Ingersoll for his protection;
he told them that as longa^ he was in command of the
place, all persons and property should be respected.
I have only to add that during the four hours he held
this place his orders were obeyed, no man being
allowed to leave his place in the ranks.
The Eleventh engaged in a pursuit to Booneville,

May 30-June 12, and was at Salisbury, Tennessee, August 11,

Bolivar, August 30, and Davis Bridge, on the Ratchie River
in Tennessee, September 25.

It fought at Corinth on October

3 and 4, 1862,2 and the cavalry division, of which the

Eleventh was a part, lost five killed, seventeen wounded, and
fourteen missing in the action.From October 5 to 12, the

regiment pursued the retreating Confederate force to the
Ratchie River, and then it participated in Grant's Central

Mississippi campaign, November, 1862, to January, 1863.

This

included moves to Lexington, Tennessee, December 18; Salem

Cemetery, near Jackson, Tennessee, December 19; Huntington,
December 29-30; Parker's Cross Roads, Red Mound, December 30-

31; near Yorkville, January 28, 1863; and Dyerburg, January 30.
Ipaily Democratic Union, May 11, 1862.
2
n)yer, op. cit.
3
Battles ana Leaders of the Civil War, ed. Robert
Underwood Johnson and Clarence Clough Buei (New York: Thomas
Yoseloff, Inc., 1956), II, 759.

It operated in northwest Mississippi from June 15 to 25.1

A letter written by a member of the regiment on June 29,
1863, told of some of this action.

The Eleventh left the

main division near the "small station" of Homo, located on
the Memphis and Grenada Railroad, and, under the command of
Lieutenant Colonel Meek, moved to a point near Tyro, Missis
sippi, where it camped the night of June 10.

The next morning

the regiment moved in the direction of Holly Springs.

During

this movement, it captured about one hundred and fifty horses
and mules, burned cribs of corn, wheat and "other means of

subsistence," a wagon and blacksmith shop, a number of wagons,
and several hundred bales of cotton, "having added to our
force about ninety contrabands, to assist in bringing in

horses and mules."

The regiment passed through Holly Springs

in the afternoon, the route it had taken "being recognized

for miles by the dense smoke rising above the tops of the

trees."2
The Eleventh was on an expedition from Memphis to

Grenada, Mississippi, August 12-23, and from Lagrange to

Toone Station, September 11-16.

It was ordered to Vicksburg,

^Dyer, op. cit., Ill, 1028.

2peoria Morning Mail, July 7, 1863.

and was on duty in that district until December of 1864.
This included several expeditions, and numerous skirmishes
with the enemy.

The regiment was on an expedition from the

Big Black River to Yazoo City, Mississippi, from September
27 to October 1, 1863, and saw action at Brownsville, Septem

ber 28 and Morris Ford, near Benton, September 29.

On an

expedition to Canton, from October 14 to 20, it engaged in
skirmishes on the Canton Road, near Brownsville, October 15-

16, near Clinton and Vernon Roads, October 16, at Bogue

Chitto Creek, October 17, Robinson*s Mills, near Livingston,
on the same day, on the Livingston Road, near Clinton,
October 18, and near Natchez, Mississippi, December 7.^

In

the Meridian Campaign, from February 3 to March 2, 1864, the
regiment saw action at Champion's Hill, February 4, Jackson,

February 5, Hillsborough, February 6, Brandon, February 7,
Morton, February 8, Meridian, February 13-14, and Brownsville,

March 3.

A detachment of the regiment went on an expedition

from Vicksburg to Yazoo City, May 4-21, 1864.

The regiment

then engaged in an expedition from Vicksburg to Pearl River,

from July 2 to 10, which included moves to Clinton, July 5,

and then Clinton and Jackson on July 7.
iDyer, op. cit.

A detachment of the

regiment was on an expedition from Vicksburg to Rodney and

Fayette, September 29 to October 3, and another detachment
went from Natchez to Woodville, October 4-11.

The regiment

participated in operations in Issaqueena and Washington

Counties, October 24-31.

It then went on an expedition from

Vicksburg to Gaines Landing, Arkansas, and Bayou Macon,
Louisiana, on November 6-8, and from Vicksburg to Yazoo City,

November 23-December 4.

It moved to Memphis, Tennessee, in

December, and was on General Benjamin H. Grierson's Raid on

The Mobile and Ohio Railroad, December 21, 1864, to January

15, 1865, which included engagements at Franklin Creek, Decem
ber 21-22, Egypt Station, December 28, and Franklin, January

2, 1865.

The next expedition of the Eleventh was from

Memphis to Marion, Arkansas, January 19-22.1

The regiment

then saw duty on the Memphis and Charleston Railroad between

Memphis and Grand Junction, with its headquarters at Lagrange,

Tennessee, from January to September of 1865.

From April 23

to 26, it participated in an expedition from Memphis to

Brownsville, Mississippi.

The Eleventh Cavalry was mustered

out of service September 30, 1865.

Its casualties totaled

279, two officers and thirty-two enlisted men killed and
llbid.

MAP 5.—Route of Eleventh Cavalry Regiment

mortally wounded, and eight officers and 237 enlisted men

who died from disease.

Eighty-Sixth Infantry Regiment

The Eighty-Sixth, which was mustered into service

August 27, 1862, left Peoria September 7th for Louisville,
Kentucky,

2

and after having camped at several locations near

the city, moved into the city and camped on September 23.3

Assigned to the Thirty-Sixth Brigade, Eleventh Division, the
regiment pursued General Braxton Bragg into the interior of
Kentucky, October 1-16, and fought in the battle of Perry

ville, Kentucky, on the 8th/' where it suffered losses of
one killed and fourteen wounded.^

Four days after this en

gagement, a member of the regiment who looked over the bat

tlefield "saw the hogs devouring the neglected bodies.
From Perryville, the regiment inarched to Nashville, Tennessee,

October 16-November 7, where it was on post duty until
1-Ibid., p. 1029.

^The History of Peoria County, Illinois , op. cit.,

p. 387.

^Peoria Morning Mail, December 6, 1862.
%yer, op. cit.. Ill, 1083.

The History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit.

June 30, 1863.

It moved to Murfreesboro, Tennessee, on this

date, but returned to Nashville July 18, where it was again

on duty until August 20.

On this same day the Eighty-Sixth

began to march to Chattanooga, by way of Brentwood and Colum
bia, Tennessee, and Huntsville and Bridgeport, Alabama.

It

arrived at Chattanooga September 16, and took part in the
battle of Chickamauga, Georgia, September 19-21,where it

lost one killed, four wounded and one captured.2

in a letter

dated September 21, 1863, an officer in the regiment said
the following about the battle:
The battle has been an awful one, and the entire
army of the Cumberland has at various points and times
been engaged. We have taken nearly 2,000 prisoners,
that I have seen, but as to our loss I cannot say.
The face of the country for miles along the line of
battle is swept of all vegetation, but thickly s&ewn
with the dead and wounded, not less than 2000 who
were wounded and able to walk came over the river
this P.M., on their way to Northern Hospitals.3
The regiment participated in the siege of Chattanooga

from September 24 to November 23, and the Chattanooga-Ring
gold campaign, November 23-27.

On November 28 it was ordered

to Knoxville, Tennessee,'* to aid the forces of General

^Dyer, op. cit.

2Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Illi

nois, 1861-1866 Revised, Roster of Officers and Enlisted Men,
op. cit., V, 215.

%yer, op. cit.

Burnside,! but proceeded only as far as the Little Tennessee

River before it received orders to return to Chattanooga.2
The regiment moved to Dalton, Georgia, February 22-27, 1864,
and fought at Tunnel Hill, Buzzard's Roost Gap and Rocky

Faced Ridge from the 23rd to the 25th.3

Cn March 6, it moved

to Lee and Gordon's Mills, Georgia, where it remained until

May 3, when it joined General Sherman's army at Ringgold,
Georgia.^

In the Atlanta Campaign, from May 3 to September 8,

1864, the Eighty-Sixth was in the Thid Brigade, Second Divi
sion, Fourteenth Army Corps, Army of the Cumberland.*^

During

this period, the regiment was engaged at Tunnel Hill, May 6-

7, Buzzard's Roost Gap, May 8-9, the battle of Resaca,

May 14-15, and Rome, May 17-18.&

According to Lt. Col. Allen

L. Fahnestock, who commanded the regiment during the Atlanta

Campaign, casualties in these engagements totaled five killed

and eighteen wounded.?

The regiment next fought around

^Peoria Morning Mail, January 5, 1864.

2
The History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit..
p. 388.

3oyer, op. cit.
The History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit.

^Battles and Leaders of the Civil War, op. cit..

IV, 285.

Dallas, New Hope Church and Allatoona Hills, from May 25 to

June 5.1

Major Joseph F. Thomas, in a letter dated June 9,

described the rebels as "holding a very strong position in

the Altoona Hills, between Marietta and Dallas."

When General

Sherman began to flank their line, the Confederates made re

peated attempts to break the Union line, but were "invariably
repulsed, and with heavy loss."2

in the operations around

Marietta and against Kenesaw Mountain, the Eighty-S^xth
fought at Pine Hill, June 11-14, at Lost Mountain, from the

15th to the 17th, and assaulted Kenesaw Mountain, June 27.$
Lt. Col. Fahnestock, in correspondence written June 23, told
of the Union batteries as they seat "our compliments to our
'butternut' friends" at Pine Hill.

He described Kenesaw

Mountain as "no small pile of dirt and rocks," with the top
of the mountain used as the rebel signal station.

On the

campaign, he commented, "You may think that our progress to

Atlanta is slow, but could you see what we have to contend
against, you would say General Sherman had accomplished
wonders.
^Dyer, op. cit.

2peoria Daily Transcript, June 21, 1864.
^Dyer, op. cit.
4peoria Daily Transcript, July 4, 1864.

A member of Company I, Eighty-Sixth Regiment, Ser

geant John Earnest, on June 23, wrote the following about
the Atlanta Campaign:
We have now been on the move in this campaign
forty-four days, and at least two-thirds of that time
we did not get five hours sleep in twenty-four. At
one time we did not get that much in seventy-two hours,
and often not that much in forty-eight hours, raining
most of the time. . . Sherman is a great General, and
we all like him. He feeds us well, and in this cam
paign moves slow but sure. On the march, in the fight,
through rain and storm, we hear no complaint from the
men, for we are determined to crush this rebellion and
punish traitors, wherever found.
The greater part of the fighting here is done with
a skirmish line and artillery. . . We generally change
position and build breastworks after night, and lay
rather low in daytime. . . This is an awful country to
fight through, nothing but hills and mountains, a per
fect wilderness. 1

In a letter written June 30, Lt. Col. Fahnestock told
of the attack on Kenesaw Mountain:

Early on the Monday morning of the 27th we received
orders to leave everything in camp, with the sick, and
take nothing but canteens and haversacks as hot work
was before us. We soon learned that our army was to
charge the entire rebel line at the same time, eight
A.M. being the hour set. . . We moved forward with
fixed bayonets and arms at right shoulder shift down
a steep hill, passing over our cuter line of breast
works, through a thicket of briars and underbrush,
over a slough, then over an open field, up a hill
through the woods. When we gained the top of the hill
we encountered rebel works of the strongest kind. Our
gallant men charged right on the works when they were
met with showers of balls, rocks, spades, axes, every-

Ipeoria Daily Transcript, July 8, 1864.

Ill

thing the rebels could use was thrown at our men.
Flesh and blood could not stand under such a fire.
We fell back thirty or forty yards and lay under the
crest of the hill fighting them all the way. The
brigades on our right and left could not carry the
works, so they also fell back. . . Spades and picks
were rapidly sent for and soon had some works that
protected us from rebel bullets. Our loss is terri
ble in the brigade, as well as in the regiment. . .
The list of casualties in the 86th was: killed, 26;
wounded, 60; missing, 12. Total loss, 98, all of
which were lost in the desperate charge of the 27th.
Another letter from Lt. Col. Fahnestock, written

July 10, stated that the rebels retreated from Marietta on
July 2nd, and built another line of works six miles from the
Chattahoochee River, where, on July 4th, an all-day battle

was fought, which resulted in the capture of several hundred
rebel prisoners and deserters.

The rebels retreated across

the river the night of the 9th, but burned the railroad and
p

wagon road bridges in their wake.
The regiment was at the Chatcahoochie River, July 5-

17, at Peach Tree Creek, July 19-20, and participated in the
siege of Atlanta, from July 22 to August 25.

It then engaged

in the flanking movement on Jonesboro, August 25-30, which
culminated in the battle of Jonesboro, August 31-September 1.3

^Peoria Daily Transcript, July 11, 1864.

^Peoria Daily Transcript, July 22, 1864.
op. cit.

In this battle, according to Lt. Col. Fahnestock, in a letter

written at Atlanta, Septeinber 5, the Second Division captured
almost one thousand prisoners, a large quantity of small

arms, ten cannon, and General Govan and his staff.

The

Eighty-Sixth had two men killed and thirteen wounded.

In

the Atlanta Campaign, the regiment suffered 175 castdties,

forty-three killed, 120 wounded, and twelve captured.
The Eighty-Sixth remained in Atlanta until September

29, 1864, when it began operations in northern Georgia and
northern Alabama against Generals Hood and Forrest, which

continued until November 3.

2

The movements of the regiment

during most of this period were traced by Lt. Col. Fahnestock,

in correspondence from Kingston, Georgia, November 1, 1864.

From Atlanta, on September 29, it moved to Athens, and then
to Florence, Alabama, where, General Forrest having eluded

the Union army, it remained several days, and then marched

back to Athens.

From here the regiment went by train to

Chattanooga, where it expected an attack by General Hood.

This did not occur, so after a wait of a few days the Second

Division marched after him.

It passed Lee's and Gordon's

Mills, the Eighty-Sixth' 8 old camp, moved on to Lafayette,

Ipeoria Daily Transcript, September 19, 1864.

^Dyer, op. cit.

Georgia, and then to Calesville, Alabama, where it joined up

with the 14th Army Corps and General Sherman's army.

The

regiment stayed there for over a week, during which time it

foraged off the surrounding country.

It then marched to

Rome, Georgia, where it was located on October 31.^
The next move of the regiment was with Sherman's
"March to the Sea," November 15-Decembar 10, followed by the

siege of Savannah, December 10-21.2

in a letter written "4

miles from Savannah, G., Dec. 18, 1864," Lt. Col. Fahnestock

told of part of this movement.

The regiment left Atlanta

"in ashes' on November 16, passed through Decatur, Lythonia,

Conger, Covington, Sandersville, and Louisville, Georgia.
It then crossed the railroad between Millen and Waynesboro,

destroyed it, and passed between Springfield and Sylvania,

where it took the "old Savannan road," which ran close to
and parallel with the Savannah River.

During this move, the

roads were obstructed and the bridges burned, which forced
the Union army to construct pontoon bridges across the
streams.

As to the actions of the soldiers on this march,

Fahnestock commented:

General Sherman gave us orders to take what we
wanted to eat but not to enter private dwellings. We
Ipeoria Daily Transcript, November 12, 1864.

found the hog3 fatted, ready to be slaughtered, the
sweet potatoes and yams ready dug and stored away,
the chickens and turkeys fat as butter; we wanted for
nothing, and we were subsisting the army off the rich
planters, who are responsible for the war, and have
suffered but little. . . Thousands of bales of fine
cotton were burned, and every cotton gin destroyed.
Desolation marked our path, and this raid has done
more, in my opinion, to subdue this rebellion than a
successful battle, for we have destroyed over 300
miles of their railroad, and cut off communication
between Richmond and Hood's army. Their railroads
cannot be repaired for a long time.
The regiment moved into Savannah on December 21, 1864,

and remained there until January 20, 1865, when it left to
participate in the campaign of the Carolinas.

It engaged

in the battle of Averysboro, North Carolina, March 16, and

the battle of Bentonville, March 19-21.

It then occupied

Goldsboro, March 24, and participated in the advance on
Raleigh, April 10-14, which ended in the occupation of the

3
city on the 14th.

The regiment was at Bennett's House,

near Durham's Station, North Carolina,^ April 26, when Con
federate General Joseph E. Johnston surrendered his army to

^Peoria Daily Transcript, January 12, 1865.

^The History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit..

^Dyer, op. cit.
^Battles and Leaders of the Civil War, op. cit..

IV, 757.

General Sherman.

After the surrender of Johnston, the regi

ment marched to Washington, D. C., by way of Richmond, Vir
ginia, April 29-May 19, and participated in the Grand Review

of the Union army on May 24.

It was mustered out of service

June 6, and discharged at Chicago, Illinois, June 21, 1865.
Casualties of the Eighty-Sixth Regiment totaled 175, three

officers and seventy-three enlisted men killed or mortally

wounded, and one officer and ninety-three enlisted men who
died from disease.

One Hundred Eighth Infantry Regiment
The One Hundred Eighth Regiment, which was mustered

into service August 28, 1862, remained at camp in Peoria un
til October 17, when it moved to Nicholasville, Kentucky,

where it arrived November 1.2

A letter written November 9

by a "citizen of Peoria," a member of the regiment, stated

that the regimental commander, Colonel John Warner, was very
popular with the enlisted men, as well as the officers.

"He

has the entire confidence of the regiment," the letter read,

"and they will follow him to the very jaws of death.

he leads they will follow."3

Where

The regiment was attached to

ij)yer, op. cit.

2Dyer, op. cit., Ill, 1092.

3peoria Morning Mail, November 15, 1862.
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the Second Division, First Brigade, Army of Kentucky.1

Colonel Landram, of the Nineteenth Kentucky, commanded the
brigade.

Of General A. J. Smith, division commander, the

writer commented,

'He is a man of a good deal of military

experience, and versed in the art of war, and his selection
as Major General of this division reflects credit on the
powers that be."2

The regiment marched to Louisville, Kentucky, Novem
ber 14-19, 1862, and then moved to Memphis, Tennessee, Novem
ber 21-26, where it had duty until December 20.

It was in

Sherman's Yazoo Expedition, from December 20, 1862, to
January 2, 1863, which included movement to Chickasaw Bayou,
December 26-28, and Chickasaw Bluff, December 29.

It then

went on an expedition to Arkansas Post, Arkansas, January 3-

10, 1863, and participated in the assault and capture of Fort
Hindman, Arkansas Post, January 10-11.'

The brigade which

included the One Hundred Eighth Regiment had eight killed and
seventy-seven wounded in this encounter.^

The total Union

loss in this battle was 134 killed, 898 wounded and twenty-nine

^Peoria Morning Mail, November 15, 1862.

See also

Dyer, op. cit.

2Peoria Morning Mail, November 15, 1862.
"yer, op. cit.

battles and Leaders of the Civil War, op. cit..
Ill, 460.

missing.!

The regiment next moved to Young's Point, Louisi

ana, January 17-24, where it had duty until March 10.

It

was at Milliken's Bend, Louisiana, until April 25, when it

moved on Bruinsburg and turned Grand Gulf, Mississippi,
April 25-30.

It was engaged in the battles of Port Gibson,

May 1, and Champion's Hill, May 16.

From May 16 to May 30,

it was detached to guard prisoners from the Big Black River
to Memphis, Tennessee.

It was stationed at Young's Point,

Louisiana, during the siege of Vicksburg and until July 18,
when it moved to that city.

From July 26-29, the regiment

moved to Memphis, and on August 5, to Lagrange, Tennessee.
It was on duty at that location until October 28, then at
Pocahontas until November 9, and then at Corinth, Mississippi,

until January 25, 1864.

Correspondence from the latter

place, written January 8, 1864, by Lt. Col. Sidwell, stated,
"The boys are feeling fine; plenty to eat and duty light."3

The regiment then moved to Memphis and was on duty there un

til February, 1865.

During this period, it participated in

Sturgis' Expedition to Guntown, Mississippi, June 1-13, which

^-Livermore, op. cit., p. 98.
^Dyer, op. cit.

3peoria Morning Mail, January 19, 1864.

included the battles of Brice's, or Tishamingo, Cree near

Guntown, June 10, and Ripley, June 11.1

colonel Charles

Turner, of the One Hundred Eighth, in a letter written
June 13, referred to this expedition under Brigadier General

Sturgis as "the disastrous expedition" which had been sent
to "destroy the Mobile and Ohio Railroad south of Corinth,

and engage the enemy wherever found in that vicinity."

On

the "fatal engagement" of the 10th, which took place about

forty miles south of Corinth, he wrote:

The result was an inglorious defeat and become a
complete rout, our forces driven back to Ripley, in
confusion, from which point they scattered in all
directions. The supply and ammunition train of 130
wagons, was entirely lost except a large portion of
the mules that were taken out of the harness and
mounted by drivers and saved. Ambulance train nearly
all lost with many sick and wounded. Our scattering
forces were followed by Rebel cavalry nearly to Colliersville, which place some of our men reached yes
terday morning, having marched over 80 miles in
36 hours.
The detachment of the 108th which accompanied the
expedition consisted of Lt. Col. Sidwell in command,
2 staff and 14 company officers, and 123 enlisted men
. . . Seven officers and 19 enlisted men are all that
have yet come in. . . Reports say that a greater por
tion of those of our regiment behind were on yesterday
this side of Lagrange.2
The chaplain of the regiment, George W. Gue, in a
letter written June 14, added to the details of the retreat

^Dyer, op. cit.

2peoria Daily Transcript, June 20, 1864.

of Sturgis' force from Guntown:

What there is left of our army that went out under
Gen. Sturgis have returned. The men came back in
squads, without hats, coats, shoes, guns, or scarcely
anything else. His men went for days without any
sleep or anything to eat. The Gen. placed guards at
almost every well, and our men had to march on in the
hot sun without anything to quench their thirst. The
cavalry begun the fight, and instead of letting them
fall back to the infantry, the infantry had to doublequick it up to the front, being a march of five miles
in the hot sun. The men would drop along the road as
though they were shot, being overcome with the heat.
For fifty miles the road was strewed with the sick,
wounded, and dead. The Gen. permitted them to go into
the fight when they pleased and come out when they got
ready. I do not think there has ever been such a dis
graceful affair happened to our army before. The men
fought well; none flinched until overpowered by a
greater number. . . While our men were coming into
the Memphis Depot the citizens would laugh at them
and some would exclaim, "I guess you got enough this
time. ' But the negro women came down and were ready
to help our suffering boys and give to them a cool
drink of water. God bless them; my prayers will be for
their freedom. They are our friends. As our soldiers
were on their way back, every man and child that could
carry a gun would lay in ambush and shoot our soldiers
as they passed, and yet these are the men who had their
wells guarded as we went out. My opinion is that the
way to fight the Southern chivalry is to burn and kill
as we go out, and they cannot disturb us as we come
back. The 108th lost the most of their guns, but re
turned with the flag. We saved the colors.
Casualties were two killed, four wounded, and
twenty-four missing.!
The regiment helped to repulse General Forrest's
attack on Memphis, August 21, 1864.

It left Memphis February

28, 1865, for New Orleans, and moved on to Dauphin Island,
^Peoria Daily Transcript, June 22, 1864.

Alabama, where it arrived March 16.

From this date until

April 12, it participated in the operations against Mobile
and its defenses.

This included the siege of Spanish Fort

and Fort Blakely, March 26-April 8, the assault and capture

of Fort Blakely on April 9, and the occupation of Mobile on
April 12.

The regiment then marched to Montgomery, April 13-

25, where it was on duty until July 18.

On this date it de

parted for Vicksburg, Mississippi, where it arrived August 5,

1865, the date on which it was mustered out of the service.

The regiment suffered a total of 214 casualties during its
service, one officer and eight enlisted men killed and mor

tally wounded, and three officers and 202 enlisted men by
disease.^

Seventy-Seventh Infantry Regiment
The Seventy-Seventh Regiment departed Peoria Octo

ber 4, 1862, reached Indianapolis, Indiana, at five P.M. the
next day, arrived at Cincinnati, Ohio, October 6, and then

crossed the Ohio River on a pontoon bridge, and camped in the

suburbs of Covington, Kentucky.2

The regiment marched to

Lexington, Kentucky, and then to Richmond, Kentucky,
^Dyer, op. cit.. Ill, 1092-1093.

2Bentley, op. cit., pp. 94-95.
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October 17-November 2, 1862.1

It left Richmond on the 11th

of November, reached Frankfort the 14th, and arrived at

Louisville the 17th.

During this march, members of the regi

ment encouraged negro slaves to leave their masters in the

following manner:
Whenever an 'American citizen of African descent"
made his appearance, he was ordered to "fall in,"
which was done in most instances without reluctance.
In this manner he was enticed away from his legal
owner—legal according to the laws of the State, but
not legal according to our notions. And, no doubt,
visions of happiness in a land flowing with milk and
honey, danced through his woolly head as he turned
his back on his former heme, and followed the fortunes
of the Regiment.2
The Seventy-Seventh engaged in this practice to such

an extent that a Union officer from Kentucky, General Stephen
G. Burbridge, was reported to have said that "the Seventy-

Seventh was an abolition regiment, and would steal all the
niggers in Kentucky if they had a chance to do so."3

The

regiment marched to Portland on November 20, and embarked on
the steamer "Starlight" for Memphis, Tennessee, where it

arrived the 27th.It was on duty there until December 20,$

^Dyer, op. cit., Ill, 1079.

^Bentley, op. cit., p. 103.
3lbid.

hbid., pp. 104-105.
$Dyer, op. cit.

when it embarked on the steamer "Duke of Argyle" and the next

day proceeded down the Mississippi River.From then until

January 2, 1863, it participated in Sherman's Yazoo Expedition
which included the engagements of the Chickasaw Bayou, December 26-28, and Chickasaw Eluff, December 29.

This was

the first battle in which the regiment was engaged, and, as

some of the members of the regiment put it, resulted in "our
masterly retreat from the Youza."^

After this attempt to

capture Vicksburg failed, the regiment proceeded to Milli
ken's Bend, Louisiana.^

It was now a part of the Second

Brigade, 10th Division, 13th Army Corps, Army of the Tennes

see. $

This corps, along with the 15th Army Corps, both under

the command of Major General John A. McClernand, left Milli
ken's Band on January 5, proceeded up the Mississippi River

and then the White River until it reached a "cut off" which
led into the Arkansas River.

The force landed about three

miles "below" Arkansas Post, Arkansas,*^ where, on January 10

^Bentley, op. cit., pp. 106-107.
^Dyer, op. cit.

^Bentley, op. cit., pp. 109-110.
^Ibid.
$Dyer, op. cit.

^Bentley, op. cit., pp. 111-114.

and 11,1 i-_ attacked and captured Fort Hindman, located
there.

The brigade which included the Seventy-Seventh lost

nine killed and seventy-six wounded in this battle, and of
these, more than one-half, six of the dead and thirty-nine of

the wounded, were members of the Seventy-Seventh.2

The regi

ment moved to Young's Point, Louisiana, January 14-22, and

from there to Milliken's Bend, March 9,3

it left there about

the middle of April, crossed the Mississippi River below

Grand Gulf on April 30, and fought in the battle of Port Gib
son, Mississippi, May 1.

The regiment remained with General

Grant s army during all of the Vicksburg Campaign,

partici

pated in the battles at Champion's Hill, May 16, and Big
Black River, May 17, and the siege of Vicksburg, May 18-

July 4, which included the assaults on the city, May 19 and
22,3

During this campaign, the Seventy-Seventh lost twenty

killed, eighty-six wounded and twenty-six missing.6

The day

^Dyer, op. cit.

2Rentley, op. cit.. Ill, 118.

3

Dyer, op. cit.

^History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit.. p. 383.

5pyer, op. cit.

^Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Illi

nois, 1861-1866 Revised, Roster of Officers and Enlisted Men,
op. cit.. IV, 682.

after Vicksburg surrendered, July 5, the regiment started
for Jackson, Mississippi, with Sherman's army.i

On this move,

W. H. Bentley, a member of the regiment, commented:

For forty-seven long, weary days and nights we had
either charged upon the works at Vicksburg or stood
upon the picket line or worked in the trenches. . .
Yet we, of the 13th Army Corps, were not permitted to
go inside and see the prize we had assisted in cap
turing. Scarcely had the sound of our artillery died
away in the distance, before we were again under
marching orders.
The army arrived at Jackson July 10, and the Seventy-

Seventh participated in the siege of that city until the
17th.

On the 19th it was ordered to march a few miles south

of Jackson to tear up and destroy a section of the New Or
leans, Jackson and Great Northern Railroad.

Someone else had

accomplished this mission there ahead of them, so the next
day the regiment proceeded to Byram, about seven miles fur

ther south, where it destroyed about two miles of track,
"burning the ties and bending the rails.The next day,

July 21, the regiment marched for Vicksburg, where it arrived

the 23rd,$ and had duty until August 25, when it boarded the

^History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit.

2

Bentley, op. cit., p. 184.

^Dyer, op. cit.
^Bentley, op. cit., pp. 189-190.

5lbid., pp. 191-192.

steamer "Atlantic,and moved to New Orleans, where it re
mained until October 3, when it left for western Louisiana.2
It went by rail from Algiers, Louisiana, to Brashear City,
It crossed Berwick Bay on the

which it reached on the 4th.

steamer "St. Charles," and camped at that location until

October 7, when it marched to Bisland, and then to New Iberia
October 9.

The regiment was then ordered back to Franklin,

twenty-seven miles to the rear, where it arrived on the 11th.

It was ordered back to New Iberia on November 11, and re

mained there until December 7, 1863, when it left for Algiers
o

where it arrived on the 13th.

It arrived at Pass Cavallo,

Texas, on the 20th, after leaving New Orleans on December 17,

and remained there until the last of February, 1864.It ar
rived back at Algiers, Louisiana, February 24, and left the
next day for Brashear City, from which the move along the

Bayou Teche began.

The objective of this campaign was

Shreveport, in northwestern Louisiana.

The capture of this

city would have given the Union forces control of that part
of the state as well as a base of operations against Texas.$

llbid.. pp. 192-195.
^History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit.
^Bentley, op. cit.. pp. 191-192.
^Ibid., pp. 205-217.
Sjbid.. pp.243-245.

It advanced from Franklin to Alexandria, March 14-26,1 and

then to Pleasant Hill, April 7.2

It moved on to Sabine Cross

Roads the next day, where it met the enemy in force.

Lieu

tenant L. J. Smith, Company E, of the Seventy-Seventh, in a
letter dated April 11, 1864, commented on this engagement:
On the Sth we had one of the most terrific struggles
of the war. Our division was in the front without sup
port, had to stand before a force of 25,000 men, and
of course we were crushed. Hand to hand did the brave
boys fight against ten times their numbers, but it was
impossible to resist their advance.
Col. Webb was killed during the skirmishing in the
early part of the day, shot through the head. He fell
as a brave man always fall3—at his post. . . The 77th
went in 400 strong and now can muster but 153 men.
Many were killed and many were taken prisoners.

John D. Rouse, another member of the regiment, also
wrote of this battle:

Our division numbered about 2,400 men, and our
line was formed in the edge of the timber with an open
field in our rear. . . The 77th advanced about thirty
paces into the timber to meet the rebel advance, and
found five to one within a few feet of them. A battle
began along the whole line, simultaneously; the com
batants face to face, within a few feet of each other.
Our men were soon out of ammunition, and without sup
port opposed to overwhelming numbers. The rebels
flanked us on the right and left, and we could not do
otherwise but retreat across the field to prevent their .
^Dyer, op. cit.

2

Bentley, op. cit., p. 248.

^History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit.
^Peoria Daily Transcript, April 22, 1864.

capturing what few there was of us. In less than ten
minutes the 77th regiment came out of the wood, leaving
at least a hundred whom we know not any more. The di
vision again formed a second line in the edge of the
wood back of the field, and here began one of the most
terrific fights yet recorded. . . The soldiers of the
east, and of the west, never before heard such musketry,
and all admit that such fierce fighting ensued as has
never before taken place during the war. . . The slaughter
on both sides was fearful. . . The 77th Illinois lost
ten officers out of sixteen engaged. . . Being tem
porarily on staff duty I was on all parts of the field.
. . and I never saw troops stand up so well under such
a tremendous fire. Nothing at Vicksburg ever equalled
it. How I ever escaped to tell the tale is wonderful.
Four balls passed through my clothing, and my sword
was shot away, but my flesh is whole.
In the report of Brigadier General Thomas E. G. Ran
som, who commanded a detachment of the 13th Army Corps, the

following statement regarding the fighting on April 8 was
included:

The Twenty-third Wisconsin, Major Greene command
ing, Sixty-seventh Indiana, Major Sears commanding,
and the Seventy-seventh Illinois, Major Burdett com
manding, are reported to me by Cenerals Stone and Lee
to have acted nobly, meeting steadily the assaults of
a very superior force of the enemy.

According to the Official Records, the casualties of

the Seventy-Seventh were as follows:

one officer killed and

five wounded; twenty-nine enlisted men wounded; ten officers
^Peoria Daily Transcript, April 28, 1864.

^The War of the Rebellion, Official Records of the

Union and Confederate Armies, op. cit., XXXIV, Part I, 267.

and 126 enlisted men captured or missing.1

The officer

killed was Lt. Col. Webb, and Colonel William J. Landram,

Ninteenth Kentucky Infantry, who commanded the 4th Division,
in his official report on the engagement at Sabine Cross

Roads, said of this officer, "Lt. Col. L. R. Webb, of the

Seventy-seventh Illinois, an accomplished gentleman and a
gallant officer, was killed while commanding his regiment in

the advance."2

On April 9, General A. J, Smith's corps came up and
completely defeated the enemy at Pleasant Hill, about twenty

miles from the battle field of the previous day.3

The Union

army then retreated to Grand Encore, thirty-five miles from
Pleasant Hill, where it arrived the 10th and remained until

the 22nd.

When the retreat was resumed, the army defeated

the enemy in the battle of Kane River, and, although still
harrassed by the rebels, the Union force reached Alexandria
on April 25.The regiment then moved to Morganza, May 13-

20, and from there to Baton Rouge, where it had duty until
August 1.

It participated in the operations against Fort

Gaines and Fort Morgan in Mobile Bay, August 2-23, which

llbid., p. 259.

2_Ibid., p. 291.
^Bentley, op. cit.. pp. 308-310.

^Ibid., pp. 310-312.

included the siege and capture of Fort Caines, August 3-8,
and of Fort Morgan, August 8-23.

After these battles, the

regiment was sent back to Morganza Bend, on the Mississippi
River, until October, and then it was on provost duty at New

Orleans until March, 1865.

From March 17-April 12, it was

engaged in the campaign against Mobile, Alabama, which in

cluded the siege of Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely from March
26 to April 8.

The regiment was in the force which attacked

and captured Fort Blakely on April 9.

It moved into Mobile

on the 12th, and from April 13 to May 9 was on an expedition
up the Tombigbee River to McIntosh Bluffsin search of Con

federate General Dick Taylor's army.2

The

regiment returned

to Mobile on May 9,3 and remained in camp there until June 10,
1865, when it was mustered out of the service.It arrived
in Springfield July 23, and was sent to Camp Butler to await

final payments and discharge.3

The regiment's casualties

during its service number two officers and sixty-six enlisted
iDyer, op. cit.

2
History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit.

3Bentley, op. cit., p. 350.

^History of Peoria County, Illinois, op. cit.

^Bentley, op. cit., p. 382.

MAP 8.— Route of

Seventy-Seventh

Infantry

Regiment

men killed or mortally wounded in battle, and one officer
and 137 enlisted men who died from the effects of disease.!

Fourteenth Cavalry Regiment
The Fourteenth Cavalry Regiment moved from Peoria to

Louisville, Kentucky, March 28-30, 1863, and then on to

Glasgow, Kentucky, April 12-17.

It scouted in the vicinity

of Glasgow until June 22, 1863.

On April 19 it saw action

at Celina, Kentucky.2

This was the first battle in which the

regiment participated, according to a letter written from
Glasgow, April 22, 1863, by a member of the regiment who

signed his initials, "J.A.F.''3

In the action, most of the

enemy escaped, and, according to this correspondent, "the

thing wasiDt carried out as it should have been, or we might

have bagged the whole lot."

Celina had served as a depot for

provisions for the Confederate army of Morgan and Hamilton,
so when the Confederates fled the town, the commander of the
expedition, Colonel of the Fifth Indiana Cavalry, issued orders
to set it on fire.

destroyed.

Vast dores of bacon, corn and whisky were

"J.A.F." wrote of this, "It was a hard sight to

see women and children turned into the streets, and all they
^Dyer, op. cit.

Zpyer, op. cit.. Ill, 1030.

^Peoria Morning Mail, April 29, 1863.

had in the world consumed before their eyes.
war!"

But such is

He described the country as "God-forsaken," with one

half of the houes desolate and the fences burned up by the

Union soldiers.1

The regiment was in action at Lafayette,

Tennessee, May 11, and Kettle Creek, May 25.

It was on an

expedition from Glasgow to Burkesville and the Tennessee

state line, June 8-10, which included action at Kettle Creek
on the 9th.

The regiment moved to Tompkinsville, Kentucky,

June 22, and then pursued Morgan and his raiders from July 4

to 26, which included action at Buffington Island, Ohio, on
the 19th.

It then moved from Louisville to Glasgow, July 27-

August 6, and from August 16 to October 17 participated in
Bumside's campaign in eastern Tennessee.2

The regiment was

reported to be in excellent health at this time by Captain

T. S. Lupton, Company M, of the Fourteenth, who was home on
furlough the latter part of August, 1863.

According to him,

it had been engaged in seeking out rebel guerrillas in Ken
tucky, and of this he said,

'This is a kind of exciting war

fare—the scouting after guerrillas, and one that has enjoy

ment, even to fascination in it."3

The Fourteenth Cavalry

Ipeoria Morning Mail, April 29, 1863.
2Dyer, op. cit.

3peoria Morning Mail, August 21, 1863.

occupied Knoxville, Tennessee, September 1, then went on an
expedition to Cumberland Gap, September 4-9.

It was at Rhea

town, September 12, Kingsport, the 18th, Bristol, the 19th,
Zollicoffer, the 20th and 21st, Jonesborough, also on the

21st, and Hall's Ford, on the Watauga River, Carter's Depot
and Blountsville, all on the 22nd.

During the month of Octo

ber, it was at Blue Springs on the 10th, Henderson's Mill

and Rheatown, the 11th, Blountsville, the 14th, Bristol, the

15th, and Warm Springs, the 20th and 22nd.The Peoria Hom
ing Mail noted, on October 21, 1863, that the Fourteenth
Cavalry was then with Major General Bumside in East Tennes

see.

The members of Company B were reported to be in very

good health,

'three only having died since they left Peoria.2

From November 4 to December 23, it participated in the Knox

ville campaign, which included the siege of Knoxville, Novem
ber 17-December 5, a move to a point near Maynardsville, De
cember, Walker's Ford, on the Clinch River, the 2nd, recon-

noissance to Powder Springs Gap, the 2nd and 3rd, Bean's
Station, the 14th and 15th, Blain's Cross Roads, from the
16th to the 19th, and the Clinch River, on the 21st.^

^Dyer, op. cit.

2peoria Morning Mail, October 21, 1863.

The

December 13, 1863, Peoria Morning Mail carried the following
comment:
Since the Fourteenth Illinois cavalry left Peoria
... it has been constantly on the move; it is at
tached to a brigade which is known as the "moving
brigade." It was foremost in the race after Morgan
in Ohio; and has scoured the whole of East Tennessee,
and been into Southern Virginia.1
The regiment was at Dandridge, December 24, Talbot's

Station, December 29 and in the operations around Dandridge
on January 16-17, 1864, which included Kimbrough's Cross

Roads on the 16th, and Dandridge, the 17th.

It was then in

the operations around Dandridge, January 26-28, which indided

Fair Garden on the 27th, and Fain's Island, the 28th.2
Colonel Horace Capron of the Fourteenth Cavalry, in Peoria

the latter part of January, 1864, stated that in less than a
year the regiment had traveled over 3,700 miles, sometimes

as much as seventy-five miles in a twenty-four hour span,
and had been remounted five times.

In East Tennessee, he

said, "they have been constantly at the front, fighting for

the most part of the time as mounted infantry with cavalry
arms."

The regiment had been in fifteen engagements, and at

that time numbered 786 men.

It was going to be remounted

again, and armed with Spencer rifles.

He said of Longstreet's

Ipeoria Morning Mail, December 13, 1863.

2
Dyer, op. cit.

men that they were of an "entirely different character" than

those the regiment had met before Longstreet entered East
Tennessee.

"They are stubborn fighters, yielding the field

when driven only inch by inch, and not breaking and running

like the majority of the Western rebel troops that the 14th
had previously encountered."!
The Fourteenth participated in the expedition against

Thompson's Legion of Whites and Cherokee Indians in North

Carolina, and saw action at Deep Creek, February 2, and Flat
Creek, February 20.

It was on duty in the District of Ken

tucky until June, and saw action at Cittico on May 27.

It

moved to join General George Stoneman, June 13-19, and took

part in the Atlanta, Georgia, campaign, June 28-September 8.
This included action at Sweetwater Bridge, July 3, and a raid
to Macon, July 27-August 6, which included action at Macon

and Clinton, July 30, Hillsboro, Sunshine Church, July 30-31,
and Sunshine Church, Jug Tavern and Mulberry Creek, August 3,
where many in the regiment were captured.

It then was on

duty at Marietta, Georgia, until September 2, when it occupied
Atlanta.

The regiment moved to Louisville, September 15,

where it was on duty being refitted until November, 1864.

It

saw action at Hardison's Hill, October 24, Henryville, Novem
ber 23, Mt. Pleasant, November 23, and Columbia, on the Duck

River, November 24-27.1
On August 8, 1887, Major Henry C. Connelly, of the

Fourteenth Illinois Cavalry, had written to the editors of
Battles and Leaders of the Civil War about some of this
action:

When General Hood advanced from the Tennessee
River, General Capron's brigade was on the extreme
right of our army, and from the 19th of November until
the 24th, the day Columbia was reached, we fought For
rest's cavalry, I was with the rear-guard on the oc
casion referred to; it fell back and found the brigade
in good position in line of battle. I rode to General
Capron and expressed the opinion that he could not
hold his position a moment against the troops pressing
us in the rear and on the flanks, which we could easily
see advancing rapidly to attack us. General Capron
replied that he had been ordered to make a decided stand
if it sacrificed every man in his brigade; that we must
hold the advancing forces in check to enable the in
fantry to arrive and get in position. I replied, "We
are destroyed and captured if we remain here." At this
moment General Capron gave the order to retire. While
passing through a long lane south of Columbia, Forrest's
forces charged the brigade in rear and on both flanks
with intrepid courage. Our command was confined to a
narrow lane, with men and horses in the highest state
of excitement. We were armed with Springfield rifles,
which after the first volley were about as serviceable
to a cavalryman thus hemmed in as a good club. The men
could not reload while mounted, in the excitement of
horses as well as soldiers. The or^ thing that could

^Dyer, op. cit.

be done was to get out as promptly as possible, and
before Forrest's forces should close in and capture
the command.
This was done successfully. The brigade was com
posed of the 14th and 16th Illinois Cavalry and the
8th Michigan Cavalry.i
The regiment crossed the Duck River on November 28,

saw action at Franklin the 30th and at Nashville, December
15-16.

From December 17th to the 28th, it pursued Confeder

ate General Hood to the Tennessee River.

After that, it was

on duty at Pulaski until July of 1865, and on July 31, 1865,
the regiment was mustered out of the service at Nashville,
Tennessee.
The regiment lost during its service two officers

and twenty-three enlisted men killed and mortally wounded,
and 190 men by disease, a total of 215 casualties. 2

One Hundred Thirty-Ninth Infantry Regiment

This regiment, which was mustered in the service for

one hundred days on June 1, 1864, moved from Peoria to St.

Louis, June 8-10, and then to Columbus, Kentucky,3 where it
stayed four days.^

On June 20, it moved to Cairo, Illinois,

where it had garrison duty until September.

It was attached

^Battles and Leaders of the Civil War, op. cit..

IV, 443.
^Dyer, op. cit.
3ibid., p. 1101.

^Peoria Daily Transcript, June 28, 1864.

MAP 9.--Route of Fourteenth Cavalry Regiment

to the District of Columbus, Kentucky, Department of the
Tennessee, to August, and the Department of the Ohio to Sep

tember.!
In a letter from Cairo, dated June 24, 1864,

a member of the regiment, humorously and sarcastically des

cribed the duties of the soldiers:
We are chiefly engaged in keeping gingerbread ven
dors, pea-nut boys and milch cows out of our lines,
which extend around our camp.
Our boys are determined to do their duty, and woe
to the unlucky porcine or bovine that dares attempt to
break the lines, or enter the camp without a "pass'* or
the "countersign." It of course takes a large guard
to perform so arduous a task, and hence we detail about
one hundred for regular guard and an equal number for
patrol. Between both not more than half of the regi
ment sleep in the guard house nightly for breaking
the "lines." Still accidents do happen. One cow re
ceived a bad bayonet wound a few nights since for
eating up a box of hard tack belonging to Company F.
Of course we expect to return covered all over
with elory and soft mud at the end of our one hundred
days.
The regiment arrived back in Peoria from Cairo on

September 25, 1864,3 and the next day went to their old

quarters at Camp Lyon, on the fair grounds, to be paid and
mustered out of the service.^

However, on September 27,

^Dyer, op. cit., Ill, 1101.

2peoria Daily Transcript, June 28, 1864.
3peoria Daily Transcript, September 26, 1864.

^Peoria Daily Transcript, September 27, 1864.

Colonel Davidson, who commanded the regiment, received orders
to proceed at once with the regiment to St. Louis to aid in

repelling General Price's invasion of Missouri.

When David

son issued orders to break up camp and prepare for marching,
the members of the regiment at first thought they were to be

used to put down a draft riot in Illinois, and eagerly made

preparations to depart.

By night,though, many "absurd

rumors" had circulated among them and had caused quite some
dissatisfaction.

Several of the companies even threatened to

"stack their arms."

The next morning, however, after Colonel

Davidson informed them of their destination and of the need

for them in Missouri, all opposition to the move vanished.

Although the one hundred days for which the members had en
listed had more than passed, the order to break camp was

promptly obeyed and that afternoon the regiment departed for
St. Louis.1
According to an officer in the regiment, it left Jef

ferson Barracks, at St. Louis, and marched to Sulphur Springs
where it remained for two days, before it marched on to Mer

rimac Station, Missouri, to guard a bridge.

It was not in

volved in a fight or skirmish of any kind.2

The regiment

^Peoria Daily Transcript, September 29, 1864.

2peoria Daily Transcript, October 14, 1864.

moved from Franklin to St. Louis on October 12, and then by

boat to Alton, and by rail to Peoria, where it arrived again,
the evening of October 14.1

It was mustered out of service

October 25, 1864, after having suffered sixteen deaths, all
by disease.2

Ipeoria Daily Transcript, October 15, 1864.
^Dyer, op. cit.

CHAPTER IV

THE WASHINGTON SCENE AND ITS EFFECT

ON PEORIA MEN

Why did the men of Peoria enlist in the United States

army?

What were their goals?

Did they fight to preserve the

Union, to free the slaves, or for some other reason?
they united in their thinking?

Were

What about the people back

in Peoria who didn't actually go to war?

What were their

sentiments, their attitudes toward the war, and specific oc
currences during the war?

The material presented in this

chapter points out the differences of opinion of the Peoria
soldiers and their fellow citizens at home brought about by

military and political happenings at the national level.
Patriotism and freedom were the paramount ideas ex

pressed in a letter written September 27, 1861, by a Peoria
soldier stationed at Fort Holt, Kentucky.

He wrote:

But what are all the petty trials and hardships to
which we are subject, when compared to the freedom for
which we are fighting. Willingly will I endure all,
the hardships, fight, and if necessary, lay down my
life, if by so doing 1 can help purchase that liberty
and freedom which we have so long enjoyed, for which

our noble ancestors fought, bled and died. I want to
see these glorious stars and stripes again wave over
the land of the free and the home of the brave, before
I come home, if I am spared at all. I wish they would
go to work and clean the traitors out.i

According to a member of the Forty-Seventh Regiment,
"Clinton," in a letter written from Camp Price, Jefferson

City, Missouri, October 15, 1861, the subject of the negro

had to be kept of the Civil War if it were to be brought to

a speedy conclusion.

If the government announced that the

object of the war was to abolish slavery, the anny would at

once become demoralized.

Men who loved their country would

seek sanctuary in a government that would secure to them

their property rights.

The people were asked to keep in mind

that the soldiers were not abolitionists, and that they were
'not in the field to pour out our blood to carry out their
traitorous schemes."2

A little over a year later, however, a letter to the

Peoria Daily Transcript from Surgeon George L. Lucas of the
Forty-Seventh Regiment, expressed a different point of view.

Entitled, "What Our Soldiers Think of the Partisan Democracy,"
it told of the disgust of the soldiers at the political

quarrel going on in the North at that time.
Ipaily Democratic Union, October 4, 1861.

Said they, we laid our political opinions on the
altar of our country and swore that we would cause
the American flag to wave overeyery foot of American
soil, or lose our lives in the attempt. . . The
soldiers say if we could vote at the coming election,
we would vote for men that would give us money and
means to carry on the war, and to prosecute it with
vigor. The soldiers say we do not want any half-way
pdicy, they are willing to vote for any man that is
a good Union man, be he (formerly) democrat or repub
lican, we care not which, for we made the extermina
tion of secession a common cause.

On the issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation by
President Lincoln, Surgeon Lucas stated that the soldiers

would hang as a traitor any man who would tell an army that
had been in the field twelve months, that the army was op
posed to this proclamation.

The soldiers were not abolition

ists, but they believed it a military necessity that the negro

be freed.

For over a year the negro slaves had been returned

to their owners, and the Northern army had made no headway.
That policy was now obsolete.

If the war was to be brought

to a speedy close, the negro had to be set free.

The South

would not be able to cultivate its soil, and would then run
out of supplies.

The influx of negroes into the North should

be no cause for alarm, because it was the wish of the soldier
that the negroes be used in place of the soldiers in doing

the labor during the war.

After the war, they could be sent

to Central Amaica, or South Carolina, Ceorgia and Florida

could be "set apart for their use."

The soldiers were not

afraid that they could not "find a way to dispose of the
African race when the war is over.

call the soldiers

The Northern people might

'Democrats, Abolitionists, and what they

like," but they were Union men, regardless of their former
political learnings.^
A member of the Eighty-Sixth Regiment, Levi Ross, in

a letter written to his father from Nashville, Tennessee,
February 3, 1863, spoke of the dismay felt by the soldiers
as a result of the recent military disasters and the "bad

management of the War Department."

Over 200,000 Northern

soldiers had died, millions of dollars had been spent by the
government, and the rebellion was no nearer to being put down

than it was when Fort Sumter was fired upon.

Only eight men

in Company K of the regiment approved of the war policy and

proclamation of the President.

Many men had already deserted

the army, twenty-three from one company in his brigade.

He

deplored the piitical diision in the North, and said that the
"army of traitors" in the North should be'hung

Haman."

higher than

He felt that many of the soldiers there were in

favor of a compromise, and some even were of the opinion
that the United States Government would soon recognize the
Confederacy.

'Alas"' he wrote, "for our beloved Republic!"i

The Peoria Dally Transcript, on February 4, 1863,

took issue with the Peoria Mail, which, in an editorial, had
favored the Copperhead proposal for a national convention to

enter into a negotiated peace with the South.
the editorial was the following sentence.

Included in

"The proposition

for this convention comes from States whose brave soldiers
have poured out their blood like water, and whose treasures

have been lavishly bestowed."

The Peoria Daily Transcript

replied as follows:
The men who are engaged in this convention scheme
have no more right to claim credit for the blood and
treasure spent in the cause of the Union than has
Jeff Davis. The blood spilt was none of theirs. The
treasure lavishly bestowed has been bestowed against
their will. . . The blood and patriotism which the
Peoria Mail claims, repudiates them, as it repudiates
the treason they are trying to bolster up.

The March 3, 1863, Peoria Daily Transcript quoted

from a letter written by an officer in the Eighth Regiment to
his father in Peoria, which showed the feelings among the
soldiers against the "fire in the rear" citizenry on the home

front.

lis:

According to this officer, these "fire in the rear"
^Bell Irvin Wiley, The Life of Billy Yank (Indianapo
The Bobbs-Merrill Co/J Inc., 1952), p. $80.

2

Democrats were intensely hated by an ever increasing number
in the army.

The army was just as patriotic and enthusiastic

about the war as it had been when the battle of Shiloh was

fought, and was just as determined now, as then, to meet and
conquer the enemy, whether he be from the North or the South.

"A curse upon the miserable cravens," he wrote, "who cry for
armistice or peace at this hour!

Would that the guillotine

of the reign of terror could be erected in the North, and
that their traitorous heads could fall beneath its knife."1
On the same day, the Peoria Homing Mail carried ex

tracts from a letter written by a soldier stationed at Mem
phis, just prior to his regiment's move to Vicksburg.

This

soldier wrote that when he had entered the army, his object
had been to put down the rebellion and restore the Union, not
to abolish slavery or to fight in its behalf.

Regardless of

his feelings, he wrote, he had sworn to serve his country for

three years, and this he intended to do, always with the

Union and the Constitution in mind,

America!

"The Union!

Who but traitors can avoid loving her?

her can refuse to sustain her?" he commented.

Proud old

Who loving

If the negro

was to be freed by the use of arms, then he must be the one to

fight, not the white man.

The soldier added that he did not

care how many negroes were put into the army to fight, "but
I will never consent to put down slavery at the expense of
white blood.

Never."1

Virtually the same sentiment was expressed by a
soldier who signed his letter, written from a camp near Vicks

burg, March 1, 1863, with the name "Private."

The soldiers

had not enlisted to free the negro, and the Emancipation

Proclamation had "cooled the ardor" of the army.
earlier had had this effect.

Nothing

The soldiers were especially

discouraged by the proclamation because it had only served
to "unite the South still more firmly in rebellion against

the Constitution and to divide the North."

It had also

crushed out the last bit of Union feeling in the South.
Every Southern man was now an enemy, because the proclamation
had made it his interest to be so, since he was now fighting
to protect his property.

This soldier expressed the opinion

that the Northern soldiers did not want the negro raised to
a position of equality with the white man, either as citizens

or soldiers.

The army would be weakened if negro troops were

enlisted and permitted to serve side by side with the "free
white men."

The efficiency of the army would suffer, "for

who would feel proud of having excelled a big, greasy nigger?"

If the negro were made an equal of the white man in the war,

then he would be made an equal also after the war, with all
the rights and privileges of a white person.

If he helped

to crush the rebellion, then it would be wrong to keep him
in a subordinate state, because if he was good enough to be

a soldier, then he was good enough to be a voter.

The next

step after that would be negro officers, "both in the mili

tary and civil departments," and this the soldiers did not
want.

Three-fourths of the soldiers were Democrats, according

to this correspondent, and believed more in the Constitution

than they did in freedom for the "nigger."

Unless Senator

Douglas was mistaken, this was a white man's government, and
if it was to be a government for the colored race, "then let

that race sustain it--we are out."^
The Peoria Morning Mail printed a letter written

March 15, 1863, by "J.P.," a member of the Eighty-Sixth Regi

ment, Ice?ted at Nashville, Tennessee, which expressed the

same point of view.

The soldiers were tired of the war and

anxious for it to end, according to this soldier, and were
proud of the efforts of the "conservatives" to restore peace.
On the matter of fighting, the soldiers would do all but the

impossible "to restore the Union, and enforce the ConstittAon"

but if they were made to fight for the abolition of slavery,

then "Father Abraham. . . must not expect too much from us."i

Correspondence dated March 4, 1863, from a soldier
stationed at Gallatin, Tennessee, indicated that the soldiers
there were discouraged as a result of the Emancipation Pro

clamation.

This soldier wrote that, on the slavery issue,

the soldiers had been deceived until after they had enlisted,

"and when they crept out of their dark holes and told us what
they were going to do."2

Private R. J, Burdett, of the Forty-Seventh Regiment,

in a letter dated March 22, 1863, written at the mouth of
Yazoo Pass, wrote the following:
The Copperheads seem to have quieted down con
siderably, lately. Little did the cowards dream, when
they first commenced their movement, of the check they
would receive. . . Pretending to be our best friends—
to sympathize with us, and to mourn over our hardships
and how soon they would end the war and bring us back
to friends and home. All the time we knew them, hated
and despised them ten times more than we did our open,
armed foes at Richmond and Vicksburg. And the greater
our hardships and the more appalling the dangers
through which we passed, the deeper did our hatred of
these Northern secesh sympathizers—"dirt eaters," as
their allies are pleased to call them, aye, double
dyed traitors—become.

Although the draft was not used in Peoria County un

til late in 1864, the Morning Mail, in an editorial on August

ipeoria Morning Mail, March 25, 1863.
Zpeoria Morning Mail, April 5, 1863.

21, 1863, stated that many of the "best men" in Peoria

thought it to be "unconstitutional and oppressive, and de
signed by those who enacted it to be partial in its opera

tion."

That there had been no outbreaks of violence while

the enrollment for the draft was being made in the county,
where the conscription law was more unpopular than in any

other county in Illinois, was attributed "quiet and courteous
to the manner" in which the enrolling officers performed

their duty.l
That the draft was unpopular with some in the county
was evidenced in the latter part of 1864, when some of those

who were drafted failed to show up to be inducted into the
service.

The Peoria Daily Transcript noted, on December 2nd

of that year, that "many of these men are in the district,

roaming in perfect freedom, while others have been drafted
in their stead, and being more conscientious, have reported

and have been sent to the field."2
The October 28, 1863, Peoria Mail urged all voters to

cast their ballots in the upcoming county and state election
for the candidates of the Democratic party.

The Democratic

ticket was referred to as "the only true Union ticket in the
field."

The other ticket was said to be supported by "men

^Peoria Morning Mail, August 21, 1863.
2peoria Daily Transcript, December 2, 1864.

of revolutionary principles." The candidates on the Demo
cratic ticket were described as "honorable, honest, and

faithful to the Constitution," and the continuance of the
Union depended upon the success of this party.

These who

did not "love their country and its institutions" would vote

against the Democratic party, which would indicate that they
favored instead:
Illegal and arbitrary imprisonments and arrests—
. . . suspension of the writ of habeas corpus—the
illegal emancipation and confiscation manifestos—a
prosecution of the war for the benefit of the black
race—and the thousand and one vagaries which the

in the aggregate, a ycLicy.
An anti-administration letter, written February 7,

1864, at Camp McAffee, Georgia, by a member of the EightySixth Regiment, stated that the soldiers would endure condi

tions seven times worse than they had up to that time if it

would restore the Union as it had been "before Old Abe ruled

over the ruins of our once blessed country."

According to

this correspondent, it was extremely difficult for the Demo
cratic contingent in the army to withstand the hardships and

cold, all for the benefit of "the d____ d nigger."

This

soldier went on to say that if he had known the cause

for

which the war was going to be fought, "The administration

might have gone to the devil, . . . without my meddling with

it.

I would not have lifted a gun for the defense of the

niggers."

It was his opinion that the war could be ended

without the loss of many more lives, if the military victo
ries were followed up "by a peace making policy in the

Cabinet."

The enemy could be militarily defeated eventually,

but it would take a long time, and enough lives had been lost

already.^
Quite a different sentiment was expressed in a letter

written by an officer in the same regiment, the Eighty-Sixth.
He wrote of the bleached bones of the Union dead at Chicka

mauga, left unburied by the Confederates, as "inhuman treat

ment" which the Union soldier received from the "traitors"
who were trying to destroy the United States government.

He

then made the following comparison:
Yet there are hundreds of men, or rather things,
in the North, who are aiding and assisting these
cowardly rebels. We think less of such men here than
we do of these Southern cannibals, and would rather
level our rifles at their cowardly gizzards--for
hearts they have not—than at these miserable deluded
Southern traitors. We have seen too much suffering
among Union soldiers to ever forget the treatment we
are receiving from both these classes of traitors.

The September 5, 1864, issue of the Daily Transcript

^Peoria Morning Mail, February 18, 1864.

2peoria Daily Transcript, March 5, 1864.

printed a letter which had been sent to the paper by Lt. Col.

Allen L. Fahnestock, who commanded the Eighty-Sixth Regiment
at the time.

The letter had been written in Peoria, July 22,

1864, by a person who signed it "A Southern Sympathiser in
Peoria,*' and read as follows:
A bit of advice, Allen. . . but if you had called
me a traitor as you did Bill O'Brien, you would shortly
hear of an illumination near Lancaster; and be a little
cautious. There are a few men round your house here
that might seek revenge most any night. You greenback
patriots had better keep cool down there; we can fire
in the rear to avenge insults. You mention of the
wounded and killed. The right one in that regiment
has not been hurt yet, hoping his time may come soon,
meaning you, or all such pups as you are, is the
secesh could get hold of you and put you under the
gilotine. If you ever calculate to come back here
and follow your old trade, you had better keep mum
and do more thinking and fighting and less corres
ponding. . . Remember your time for stealing will be
up in a short time. We will elect a democratic Presi
dent, and that will cut your damn head off, if Jeff's
servants don't do it sooner. You style a man a
traitor if he don't go and fight for negro freedom
and greenbacks. I call a man a patriot who does his
country most good. You might say that is you, but it
ain't. You men are ruining the country, and to prove
it look at your money, how are you patriotic. I can
afford to live for the negro, but I can't fight to
free them nor the country, yet you can fight. I am
staying home to vote next election and defeat you
patriots, and make you hunt your holes. . . From one
who is down on you, the administration, the country,
as long as it is ruled by such a gang of cut throats
and thieves as you are.

In Fahnestock's letter to the paper, he referred to

Ipeoria Daily Transcript, September 5, 1864.

the writer of the foregoing letter as "a cowardly traitor, a

thief, an incendiary, a mass of flesh and blood too mean to
be called a man.

.

. and too cowardly to sign his name."

also issued a challenge to him.

If the

He

Southern Sympathiser"

would go to the South and fight with his Confederate friends,
Fahnestock would meet him or 1,000 like him with the 275 men
left in the Eighty-Sixth who were fit for duty.l

The opinion

of the paper was that this letter showed what the copperheads

in Peoria would do, if they weren't afraid.

As for the writer

of the letter, the paper stated that if it were not for his

"natural cowardice," he was just the kind to murder a Union
man.2

In line with the peace movement which prevailed in
the North in 1864, a number of Democratic peace conventions
had declared that peace was the goal of the Democratic party.
Such a meeting was held in Peoria early in August of that
year.

Arrangements for the meeting had been made by the

Illinois Order of American Knights.

The estimates of the

number who attended varied quite sharply.

The Peoria Mail

said 25,000 to 40,000 attended; the August 6, 1864, Illinois
State Register said 15,000 to 25,000;the Chicago Times

^Peoria Daily Transcript, September 5, 1864.

2peoria Daily Transcript, September 5, 1864.

estimated it at from 10,000 to 20,000; the Chicago Tribune

said the attendance was 7,000 or 8,000; while the Peoria
Daily Transcript said less than 2,000 attended.

The conven

tion adopted various resolutions, including those which

called for an armistice in the war and a meeting of all the
states.1

Subsequent meetings, both of a Copperhead and Union
nature, were held in Peoria.

The September 6, 1864, Peoria

Daily Transcript contrasted a Democratic gathering on Septem

ber 3, 1864, with a Union meeting held three days later, on
September 6.

At the Union meeting, the citizens rejoiced

over the capture of Atlanta and the victory in Mobile Bay by
the Union forces.

Patriotic speeches were given, the preser

vation of the Union was endorsed, and cheers were given for
Lincoln, Grant, Sherman, and the Northern army and navy.

According to the paper, the meeting attracted the intelligent

and the sober.

By comparison, it was considered treason to

say anything in favor of the government or the preservation

of the Union at the McClellan meeting, where the crowd showed
evidences of having drunk too much liquor.2

^Arthur Charles Cole, The Era of the Civil War 18481870, Vol. Ill of The Centennial History of Illinois (Springfield: Illinois Centennial Commission, 1919), pp. 319-321.
2peoria Daily Transcript, September 6, 1864.

These political differences in Peoria eventually led
to physical violence.

An officer in the Eighty-Sixth Regi

ment, Captain George Smith, had agreed to speak to a group
of his fellow citizens on the war.

On his way to the meeting,

he was overtaken by a man who asked him if he was the soldier

who was going to deliver the address that evening.

When he

replied that he was, the man then asked him who he was going
to vote for for President.

When Captain Smith answered that

if he were allowed to vote he would vote for Lincoln, the

other man said,

'Then I will save you the trouble,'* and hit

him over the head with a club, knocking him unconscious.
The assailant then stabbed Captain Smith in the thigh, choked

him with a handkerchief which he drew tight around the Cap
tain's neck, dragged him into a nearby hedge and left him for

dead.

Captain Smith was not dead, however, but regained

consciousness and made his way to an adjoining house.

News

of this assault caused intense excitement, but attempts to
find the assailant proved futile.*

A patriotic war meeting which, according to the

Peoria Daily Transcript, was "the largest gathering ever
known in Central Illinois," was held in Peoria, October 19,

1864.

It began with a parade in the morning, which consisted

of wagons, buggies, and other vehicles, with horsemen in be
tween, and with banners, mottoes and streamers flying from

hundred of them.

It

'presented the appearance of a grand

triumphal army," read the account in the Transcript, "and

caused many a heart to beat proudly at the glorious prospect
it presented."

Every town in the county was well represented

and Tazewell, Woodford and Fulton Counties also sent good

delegations.

It was estimated that 20,000 people attended

and the parade was said to be five miles long.

Among the many

mottoes displayed were the following:
"Lincoln and Liberty—Grant and victory," "vic
tory will bring us peace," "a free ballot or a free
fight—we accept the conditions," "how are you draft
resisters?" "if McClellan could not take Richmond
with his base at Washington, he will never take
Washington with his base at Richmond," "Grant, Sher
man, Sheridan, Farragut—blessed are such peace
makers," "none so true as the boys in blue—so say
the Union ladies," "the issue—McClellan and a dis
union peace, Lincoln and the Union in all its
integrity," "copperheads go down as soldiers go up."^
The highlight of the afternoon and evening speeches

was the address by Richard Yates, Governor of Illinois.

Ac-

coring to the Transcript, "His appearance was the signal for
an outburst of applause, and cheer upon cheer rent the air

for a number of minutes."

The Wide-Awakes held a torch-light

procession that night, with more than 4,000 "brightly burning

torches" on display.

After the speeches given that night,

the crowd cheered the President and the Union, and then went

to their homes.

"It was," the Transcript read, "a demonstra

tion which has gladdened the hearts and will renew the efforts
of Union men, and strike terror to the copperheads everywhere
in the vicinity."

Not everyone in attendance that day was in agreement

with the political sentiment expressed, however.

While the

torch-light procession was in progress, stones and brickbats
were thrown into its members from alleys and other places
along the line of march, and several people were hit.

At

the evening meeting, which was held in the Court House square,

stones were once again thrown into the crowd, and a number

of spectators were struck by them.

As the procession passed

the head of Bridge Street, an Irish copperhead grabbed a
lantern from the hands of a soldier and threw it on the

ground.

According to the Transcript, "It was the sorriest

act he ever committed," because the soldier knocked him down
with one blow "and then delivered the punishment the scoundrel
so richly merited."!

Although the placards used in the October 19th war

demonstration all favored Lincoln, the question of whether

the Peoria soldiers endorsed him or McClellan seemed to de
pend on which Peoria newspaper printed the soldiers' letters.

Before McClellan officially received the Democratic nomina

tion for the presidency,! a member of the Eighty-Sixth Regi
ment, in a letter to the Peoria Morning Mail from Camp

McAffee, Georgia, on February 7, 1364, wrote favorably of

George B. McClellan.

He reported that "Little Mac" was the

soldiers' candidate for the presidency, and if he ran, there

would be no need for anyone to oppose him.

In the army, if

you were not for McClellan, you might as well be "a cat with

out claws."

Many times the receipt of good news by the

soldiers was followed by three cheers for "Little Mac."

2

By contrast with this, the Seventy-Seventh Regiment,

in September, 1864, cast a straw ballot for the upcoming

presidential election with the following results:
For Abraham Lincoln
303
For George B. McClellan 25
Neutral
_^3
345"
Total

Captain W. H. White, a member of Company K of the Seventy*

^Thomas, op. cit., p. 444.
2peorla Morning Mail, February 18, 1864.

^Bentley, op. cit.. p. 326.

Seventh, in correspondence dated October 4, 1864, Morganza

Bend, Louisiana, predicted a Lincoln reelection, vigorous
prosecution of the war, and the restoration of the Union.
In a sample vote taken among the members of the Eighty-Sixth

Regiment on October 31, 1864, Lincoln received 292 votes and
McClellan, 40.2

CHAPTER V

THE RETURN OF PEORIA'S MEH

After the soldiers were mustered out from their
respective regiments, there were the joys of homecoming.

Among the Peoria men to experience these, in 1865, were the

members of Companies D, H, and I of the Eighty-Sixth Regiment,
who arrived in Peoria on June 23, 1865.

The Women's National

League, as it did for all returning regiments, had made the

arrangements for the reception of these veterans.

After

their arrival at the Rock Island Railroad station, the sol

diers were escorted to the Soldiers' Rest, where a "tip top"
breakfast awaited them.!

The Soldiers' Rest, which was a

place where soldiers who passed through Peoria could find a
"temporary home," had been established and maintained by the

Women's League.2

The returning veterans were in excellent

spirits and reacted to their welcome with three cheers for
Peoria and the Women's League.

The members of the League

Ipeoria Daily Transcript, June 23, 1865.
2Hi8torical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of

Peoria County, op. cit., II, 182.

and other Peorians in attendance responded by giving three

rousing cheers for the Eighty-Sixth and the Union.

Had the

telegram which announced the departure of these companies

from Chicago arrived in Peoria sooner than it did, which was

only twenty minutes before the soldiers did, the reception

would have been held at Rouse's Hall, with appropriate

speeches and other ceremonies.

A little over a month later, on July 29, 1865, the

Seventy-Seventh Regiment arrived back in Peoria and was greeted
by what the Daily Transcript referred to as "one of the best
conducted affairs our people ever saw."2

Although the regi

ment was expected in Peoria at four o'clock in the morning,

heavy rain, which made necessary repairs on the railroad,
delayed its arrival four hours.

Nevertheless, the ladies of

the Women's League remained at their "posts" until the sol
diers arrived.

The bell of the Congregational Church was

rung to announce their arrival to the citizens of Peoria, who

then flocked to Rouse's Hall to receive them.

The soldiers,

preceded by the regiment's band, marched to the hall, where
W. Cockle welcomed them in behalf of the League.

"The tables

were appropriately and beautifully decked with flowers, and

ipeoria Daily Transcript, June 23, 1865.
2peoria Daily Transcript, July 31, 1865.

loaded with the choicest viands," which the citizens of

Peoria, for the most part, had donated.

After the breakfast

meal, the crowd adjourned to the Court House yard, where the
closing exercises were held.

The "shot riddled and blood

stained" flag which had been given to the regiment by the

ladies of Peoria, and which had been carried through all the

battles in which it had been engaged, was returned to its
donors "as the only ones fit to keep it in custody."

Major

Stevens made the presentation speech and said, "Now that the
boys had accomplished that which they were sent to do, . . .
they would return them the flag, stained and torn. . . but
not a thread tarnished or sullied by dishonor."

He also paid

tribute to the late Colonel L. R. Webb and the other dead of
the regiment.

His speech was followed by one by Alexander

McCoy, who complimented the Women's League for its noble ef
forts on behalf of the "soldiers in the field."

After several

patriotic numbers of the regimental band, the Seventy-Seventh's
Chaplain, J. S. McCulloch, gave a speech in which he advised
the soldiers to keep "an eye on the men at home who had de

clared the war to be a failure and who had kept up a 'fire
in the rear' at home."

He also expressed a hope that the

"boys" there would never vote such a man into public office.

The final speech on the program was given by Mr. Thomas

McCulloch, after which the citizens and the soldiers departed
for their respective homes.

The people of Peoria took means to care for soldiers

who passed through the city as well as those of the Peoria

veterans who arrived back in the city.

The following notice

appeared in the Daily Transcript on June 30, 1865:
Any of our returning soldiers destitute of means
will be furnished with meals free by stopping at the
Central House. The Union League and the committee
have made every arrangement, so that there will be no
difficulty. Soldiers passing through are urged to
call. Meals and receptions to our returning heroes
can be furnished any time. Let no soldier suffer
hereafter or complain of ill treatment. Everything
will be furnished them by the League at the "Sol
dier's Rest." If they will make their wants known
every attention will be paid them.
Chicago papers please notice.

In connection with this type of activity, the Women's League
in the period between June 3, 1863, and July 5, 1866, spent

$1,485.70 on soldiers' receptions; $2,913.40 for the Sol

diers' Rest; and $1,085.75 for the care of sick soldiers.2
In January of 1866, the citizens of Peoria were asked

by the Union Relief Society, "for the last time," for their
^Peoria Daily Transcript, July 31, 1865.

2peoria Daily Transcript, June 30, 1865.
^Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois and History of

Peoria County, op. cit., II, 182.

patronage at an entertainment, which was to consist of
'recitations, tableaux, etc., with coffee, oysters and ice

It had been hoped that it would be unnecessary to

cream."

ask the public for help again, but there were families whose

husbands and sons were still in the army, and who would not
be out until March.

It was hoped that the citizens would

"respond as generously as heretofore."

Donations of cake,

milk or cream were to be taken to Rouse's Hall on the morning

of January 17th, where they would be 'gratefully received."!
On the response of Peoria to the call, the Daily Transcript

of January 18, 1866, commented, "The entertainment was well
attended, but not as well as the good cause deserves."2

Needs of the soldiers along other lines were thought
of, also.

An advertisement in a Peoria newspaper on January

22, 1866, announced that Mr. T. Z. Blakeman, Number 8 Adams

Street, opposite the Court House, was a licensed agent for

"collecting Bounties, Pensions, and all other claims arising
out ofthis late war."3
The final two Peoria regiments to be mustered out of

the service were the Forty-Seventh and the Eighth.

!?eoria Daily Transcript, January 15, 1866.
2peoria Daily Transcript, January 18, 1866.
3peoria Daily Transcript, January 22, 1866.

On

February 5, 1866, the Women's National League extended an
invitation to all former members of the Forty-Seventh in the

city and area to join with the returning members of that
regiment to attend a reception which was to be given in their
honor by the League. 1

The reception, which was held that

evening at Rouse's Hall, was attended by about one hundred

members and former members of the regiment.

However, they

came in so irregularly that no speeches were made until after
the meal was eaten, when brief addresses were given by
Cratty, Captain Stevenson and Puterbaugh.2

Since not all of

the members of the regiment had arrived in Peoria from Spring

field on the 5th, but came in on the 6th, instead, the
Women's League also gave a reception for them, which con

sisted of breakfast and dinner, on that date.3
The last reception given for Peoria soldiers returned

from the war, honored the Eighth Regiment, on May 18, 1866.
The veterans were welcomed home by Mr. Cratty, on behalf of
the Women's National League.

After a meal eaten from "a

number of well-filled tables," David McCullough made a speech
in which he reminded the "boys that though they had scotched

^Peoria Daily Transcript, February 5, 1866.

2peoria Daily Transcript, February 6, 1866.
3peoria Daily Transcript, February 7, 1866.

the snake of treason he was not killed."

Colonel Lloyd

Wheaton, who replied on behalf of the regiment, spoke flat

teringly of the League and its work, and also paid honor to

those members of the regiment who had died in service.

An

acknowledgement by Captain Cromwell and a short speech by
Mayor Sellers of Pekin closed out the ceremony.1

Among the Peoria soldiers who returned were those who

had been imprisoned in the South.

One of these was Captain

E. E. Ryan, of Company A of the Seventeenth Regiment, who

arrived back in the city in October of 1864, after three

years in the army.

He had been taken prisoner at Meridian,

Mississippi, in February, 1864, while a member of Sherman's
expedition.

After a short stay at Selma, Alabama, Ryan was

transferred to the military prison at Cahawba, on the Alabama

River, where at that time there were three hundred Union men
and eight officers.

He stayed there four months, and was

then taken to Andersonville, where he remained but a short
time.

Ryan's next stop x%as Macon, Georgia, where all the

Federal officers who were prisoners of the Confederates, a

total of 1,600, were assembled.

From there, 1,200 of them

were transferred to Savannah, from which, a month later, they

were sent to Charleston.

In Charleston, they were confined

Ipeoria Daily Transcript, May 19, 1866.

in the jail yard,

'a filthy, dirty place, without shelter of

any description."

Since mo8t of them had been robbed of

money, watches and clothing, at the time they were captured,
"their situation was truly deplorable."

They suffered fright

fully, "and many of them died under the treatment."

Although

their place of confinement was fired on by Union batteries,
which put several shells right in the jail yard, no prisoner
was killed and only one wounded during Ryan's stay there.
The newspaper account of Ryan's description of Andersonville

was as follows:
The sufferings of our prisoners at Andersonville
and elsewhere in the Confederacy, he describes as
horrible in the extreme, and beyond the possibility
of exaggeration. Deprived of shelter, clothing, and
often without food of any kind, and confined in pens
built in low marshy places, they lie down night after
night, in mud and filth inches deep, covered with
vermin and many afflicted with scurvy and diseases of
every character, often without the power to rise from
their beds of filth. Their food is furnished them
very irregularly, is of the vilest quality, and dealt
out in quantities barely sufficient to maintain life.
During the interval between the 13th of August and
the 25th of September, 8,008 prisoners died at
Andersonville.2

Another Confederate prison from which Peoria soldiers
returned was Camp Ford, located near Tyler, in Smith County,

^Peoria Daily Transcript, October 28, 1864.
2peoria Daily Transcript, October 28, 1864.

Those of the Seventy-Seventh Regiment who had been

Texas.1

captured at Pleasant Hill, Louisiana, arrived at this camp
around the middle of April, 1864,2 and did not leave until

May 17, 1865.3

The camp, which was "an enclosure formed by

heavy timbers split in halves and set firmly in the ground on

end," was six or seven acres in size.

There were a few log

cabins and "dug-outs" crowded closely together in one corner

of the camp, while the rest of the enclosure, which had but
recently been cleared of trees, was full of stumps and brush

heaps.

For most of the prisoners, there was no shelter, "no

bed but the bare ground, and no covering but the starry
heavens."

Each day, after the new prisoners arrived, small

parties of prisoners were permitted, under guard, to go to
the nearby timber to get poles and brush with which to make

some sort of shelter.

This work was slow and hard, however,

and for many months most of the imprisoned were without any

kind of shelter.^

This situation was changed when Major Mann,

of the Nineteenth Kentucky Regiment, who had been in command
of the prisoners and of the internal arrangements of the

^-Bentley, op. cit., p. 287.
2ibid.

3jbid.. p. 302.
4ibid.. pp. 288-289.

camp, was moved from the camp to be exchanged, and Captain

J. M. McCulloch, of the Seventy-Seventh, was appointed to

succeed him.

At the request of Captain McCulloch, the com

manding officer of the prison wrote two letters to the De

partment Commander, Kirby Smith, and asked for facilities
with which to build additional quarters.

When no reply was

received, Captain McCulloch then suggested that the prisoners
themselves, under guard, be allowed to do the work.

This

request was granted, and each morning and each afternoon

thereafter, for about the next two months, four parties of

eight or ten men each, went out into the timber and brought

back logs and brush with which they built "tolerably good
winter quarters."!

The prisoners had little communication with the out

side world.

Letters were sent or received only when a flag

of truce between Union and Confederate lines permitted an

exchange.

The men of the Seventy-Seventh received no corres

pondence from home until six months after they had been cap
tured.

Even then, all the letters were censored by Confeder

ate officials "to see that they contained nothing objectionable

The situation improved during the last six months of their
imprisonment, as the soldiers received mail on the average of

ilbid., pp. 290-291.

H

about once a month.

Rations, for the most part, consisted of corn meal,

beef and salt.

The ration for one man was "a pint of corn

meal and from half a pound to a pound of beef, with nearly

enough salt to season it."

Shelled corn was sometimes sub

stituted for the com meal.

Until the prisoners built a plat

form made of puncheons, the beef was brought into the camp

in quarters and thrown on the ground.

An officer was chosen

from the prisoners to supervise the distribution of the ra
tions.

According to Bentley, "The rations were wholly insuf

ficient, and day after day the pinchings of hunger were
keenly felt."2

Many plans for escape from Camp Ford were devised by

the prisoners.

prison.

The camp hospital was located outside the

Before the sick were taken to the hospital, it was

necessary for them to secure passes from the camp commander.

A "great many" prisoners forged the passes, and gained their
freedom in this way.

Sometimes a guard was bribed, and "for

a consideration, he would let the prisoners out.

A method

which met with "indifferent success" was that of "digging

out."

The most successful escape plan, according to Bentley,

l-Ibid.. p. 292.

Ilbid., pp. 292-293.

was the one which worked as follows:
There was a dump-cart drawn by an old horse in
charge of a young soldier. This was employed in
carting out the dirt and rubbish from the camp. The
driver of this rig was easily prevailed upon to re
main in the vicinity of the gate and trade jackknives, or anything else, with the "Yanks" while
some of the prisoners would take the cart inside and
load it. One or two of the boys would then climb in
and lie down in the bottom of the cart, and the
others would cover them over with the rubbish. Thus
loaded, the cart was returned to the driver, who,
pretending to be ignorant of the whole transaction,
went out and dumped the load over the brow of a
hill not far distant. The boys would then conceal
themselves until dark, when they would spread their
sails for more congenial climes.

Of the prisoners who escaped from Camp Ford, very few

succeeded in getting to the Union lines, three hundred miles
away.

Bloodhounds were used in tracking down those who

escaped.

In addition to this, all the white men in the area

between the ages of eighteen and sixty were soldiers.

Severe

punishments were inflicted upon the escaped prisoners when

they were captured and brought back to the prison.

Some of

them "were tied by the thumbs, standing on a barrel, bare
headed, in the hot, broiling sun, for eight hours a day."
Others were forced 'to stand on a stump, cut with a right and

left slope, for two hours at a time, while a guard stood near
by with instructions to shoot the prisoner if he moved a
foot."

The guard was more than happy to do this, because if
ilbid., p. 296.

he did, he would be given a furlough as a reward.

The recaptured prisoners were sometimes treated to a

"roping-in process."

One group, when it crossed the Sabine

River, had ropes tied around their necks, with the other end

tied to the saddle of their Confederate escort.

In this

manner they were forced to cross the river, in whatever way

they could, behind the swimming horses.
as well on land.

This method worked

The prisoners were dragged along, tied to

the saddles of their escort, until, completely exhausted,

they "fell by the way."2
On May 13, 1865, official word was received at Camp
Ford that the war had ended and "a scene of joyous excitement

was witnessed" within the stockade.

Liquor was sold freely

to the prisoners, and, left unguarded, they went where they

Four days later, the prisoners left the camp for

wanted.
the East,

and, for those who belonged to the Seventy-Seventh,

the long trip back to Peoria had begun.
Eventually, all of Peoria's men are accounted for,

either on the honor rolls of the dead, or with the great
group who returned home.

The war was over and a new era had

come to challenge the strengths of all men.
llbid., p. 297.

2ibid., pp. 297-298.
^Ibid., p. 302.
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